-‘poht1cal upheavals but

countries - like' these producing -
~ excellent human capital that not:
only contributed to their nations -

“but ‘dlso gavé something to the -
~world”
The. Primé Minister was speak-

. mg before the buka puasa gather- -

" ing organised ‘by W1sma Putra
-* hereyesterday. -

-“Their focus on* educanon andj
human capital’ development for-;~'~

~ instance, enabled their rise... now
we: even ‘see them Sending' their

. pool of doctors to help other na- .-

- tionsinneed.:

" “We are not short of. anythmg T

know that Malaysians are going to

be angry with me for saymg thlS

“butwe candobetter.” - ..
Abdullah said Malays1ans must

to seek knowledge would not only.
-complement the efforts to lift the
status of the religion but would en- .~

- able its followers to diffuse -the: -

nega’uVe perceptions on the reli-

ion: . .. - P
“Islam wﬂl not be looked at pos-'
EN 111Vely ifwe. do not fo]l W the teach -
th. ; ~ Organisms (GMOs) and - ‘making
" sure that the use of GMOs did not -
result in negative-implications to
the “environment - and human 8
health: - _
The B1osafety Act 1s expected to.-
- complete the National Biotechnol:
“ogy Policy with a set of rules that‘ -'Hi
will allow the mdustry to grow ina
“regulated manner. :

thie ‘ummah -aré ser1ous and not_"

~easilyresolved. -

come weak;” he said.

Abdullah, who is also chair of
- the ‘Organisation of Islamic-Con- -
" ference, said it pained him to see. -
~the ongoing ¢ conflicts among Mus- -

Bl i we are not umted 1n the facev;,
" of common threats, we w1]l be-; )

He sald while ma.ny were ﬁght

3 i"ing for the cause of the people in.
oled nations liké Palestine.and "

eir leaders were- not elp-‘
e peace process. °

ty- B1otechnology Council

ed to give it the go-ahead.

‘Managing -director. of - HOVID['
‘ 1cess to biologicaly
- The Council took

David Ho-said the Act is aimed at
regulatmg genetically - modified

s where the Mushm

pproved the Biosafety Act, which
“would be tabled inthe next parha- y
‘mentary session. - - 3

The Council discussed the nnph- B
“cations of the Act on the country’s
,blotechnology industry and decid-

~ogy . for the.
-species of i

echnolog1es whxch wﬂl turn""

‘Malaysia into a h1ghly industri-
-alised nation by 2020. - :

Blotechnology lncludes the: in
ecting of nucleie acid.into.cells.or -

5 answn of ‘cells beyondD their taxo-

nomic: -family, which

- moreé-efficiently.grow

- less usage of pesticid a.nd herl;n—

: 1 cides.
Prlme Minister yes- ,

g the: Nanonal Bio-:-

result n

“Ho.said. the Bloeafety Act could

~also help -control- bio=terrorism,

which involves the production- of
toxic matenals used for: acts of v10- A

lence.. - ¢

TheAct w1]l take into cons1dera-‘
tion access to biological resources

.and benefi t sharmg from such re-.

sourees. :
. This mcludes royalty rlghts a,ndc
prior informed ¢ '

into considera-"
ion of blotechnol-

purpose of conse:
The Council -

Biotechnology is one of ﬁve core »T sity Invi



