
Dr M : Yes, I 
told Salleh 
to go 
PUTRAJAYA: Tun Dr Ma-
hathir M o h a m a d last night 
said he had asked f o rmer 
Lo rd President Tun Sal leh 
Abas to step d o w n . 

The fo rmer p r ime m in i s -
ter sa id that his act ion was 
necessary to ' 'prevent any 
s canda l " . " I ca l l ed h i m , it 's 
t rue . I told him about the 
prob lems a n d sa id that it 
was best that he resigned. 

"He agreed... Later on 
(several days later) , he -de -
cided that he shou ld not step 
d o w n . 

T h e n , o f course , t h e g o v -
ernment was forced to take 
action. That's a l l . It was nec-
essary to take act ion, ' ' he 
sa id , comment ing on a state-
ment by Sa l l eh why the sack-
ing of the three judges in 
1988 shou ld be r ev i ewed by 
the g o v e r n m e n t 

Salleh's account of the 
meet ing wi th Dr Maha th i r is 

different He sa id he w a s 
summoned to the then PM's 
office and asked to step down 
after he was accused o f be ing 
biased. He said that dur ing 
the meet ing, he told Dr Ma-
hathir he was not prepared 
to res ign. Fo l l ow ing w h i c h , 
the former PM allegedly 
threatened to dismiss h im by 
setting up a t r ibunal . 

D r M a h a t h i r s a i d h e c ou ld 
not reca l l what he had of-
fered Sal leh but clearly re-
membered that he had 
a s k e d h i m t o res ign . 

He said fo l lowing Sal leh's 
refusal to do so, he was 
forced "to act" . 


