
A code to stop the moneybags 
Q: W i l l U m n o be ab l e t o keep m o n e y po l i -
t ics in c h e c k a t its nex t e l e c t i on? 

A : There 's a need for an on-going campa ign 
against this, because the crux of the matter 
is that there are s m a r t alecs w h o feel that 
the easiest way to ga in votes is to buy them. 
T h e tendency is there , a n d for some people 
who have the money this is the n o r m . 

Q : Y o u r commi t t e e i s r e v i s i n g U m n o ' s code 
o f e th ics , w h i c h s o m e h a d c o m p l a i n e d 
w a s n ' t c l e a r enough . I s i t r e ady? 

A: In Par l iament , a Bi l l only goes t h r o u g h 
two readings, but the draft of the rev ised 
code that my committee i s w o r k i n g on has 
a l ready gone through four. 

We have to be specific. We need to define 
all that we mean by money politics, all that a 

m e m b e r c an do, a l l that he cannot do. 
W h e n you interpret someth ing as money 

polit ics, a smar t alec w i l l twist t i l ings and 
ask. " H o w come this is money pol it ics?" 

Someone approached me once to say. "I 
am an U m n o Youth cent ra l committee 
member . W h y is i t w r o n g for me to go to the 
d iv is ion and give money to the d iv is ion 
Youth h e a d ? " 

These grey areas means o u r committee 
cannot jus t define "offence". We must give 
examples . 

But examples are not exhaust ive. You can 
give 10 examples (of c o r rup t pract ices) , but 
there w i l l be 30 more y o u d idn ' t th ink of. 

We found that i f we kept i n c l u d i n g more 

and more examples , the code w a s in danger 
Of be ing di luted. Th is is an issue we are 
l ook ing at. 

Q : W i l l cand ida t es b e a l l o w e d t o c a m -
p a i g n in the n e x t U m n o e l ec t i on? 

A: We, feel there: shou ld be some form of 
campa ign ing in the next e lect ion, a m a n -
aged campa ign , not a free-for-al l c a m -
pa i gn . 

W h y not free-for-all? F o r obvious rea-
sons. In U m n o , when you say free, then ev-
eryth ing real ly goes free, there's no stop-
ping them. 

We've seen the effects of a free-for-al l 
campa ign : money po l i t i c s became r ampan t , 
a n d a lot of al legations and ins inuat ions . 

But we can a l low a l im i t ed f o r m o f c a m -
pa i gn ing organised by the state l i a i son c o m -
mittees. 

Q : W i l l this s top i l l e ga l c a m p a i g n i n g ? 

A : Everyone knows that there was a lways 
campa ign ing go ing on despite the c u r b s . 

B u t i t was low-key, low prof i le, a n d u n d e r 

contro l , u n t i l someone in the pa r t y made 
the statement, bolehlah, sikit-sikit (a little 
b i t is a l l r ight). 

Th i s pe rson sa id , "Bolehlah, sikit-sikit, 
tak apa, bagi duit sikit-sikit tak apa (a little 
bit is a l l r ight , to give a l ittle m o n e y is a l l 
r ight) ." 

As far as the Malays are concerned , w h e n 
you say sikit-sikit tak a p a they take it to 
m e a n banyak pun tak apa (even a lot is a l l 
r ight). 

The floodgates open, a n d things soon t u r n 
into a free-for-al l . We were not consistent, 
even a m o n g ourselves, on w h a t ought to be 
done a n d what ought not be done. It creates 
confusion, and some take the oppor tuni ty to 
campa ign . 

We've suggested that ac t ion also be t aken 
against those who file a compla int with the 
d i sc ip l inary boa rd w h i c h i s proved base-
less. 

Somet imes the pe r son w h o loses or h i s 
suppor ters , cook up stories and accuse the 
w i n n i n g candidate o f offences they them-
selves were guilty of. 

Polit ics is not l ike law. W h e n someone 
says something b a d about you , maybe i t 

isn't true, but w h e n someone else bel ieves 
it, it tarnishes y ou r image . It's v e ry diff icult 
to recover your reputat ion. 

It might lead to a s i tuat ion w h e r e people 
say, "He may have been let off by the b o a r d 
but he real ly is guilty." Umno pontics is very 
pecu l iar w h e n i t comes to things l i ke this . 

Q ; W i l l the m e t h o d o f e l e c t i on b e c h a n g e d 
i n the nex t p a r t y po l l s ? 

A : There were severa l v i ews after the last 
par ty election two years , ago on h o w we 
cou ld change the w a y we voted. I w a s keen 
to look into it. 

I suggested that we elect sup r eme c o u n c i l 
member s at the d iv is ion leve l ins tead of at 
the genera l assembly. 

Others, l ike Tengku Raza l e i gh (party vet-
e ran T e n g k u Raza l e i gh Hamzah ) , suggest-
ed that a l l par ty m e m b e r s vote en bloc. 

We have not h e a r d anything m o r e on this 
f r om the party. Un t i l I got a ser ious proposa l 
f r om the state l ia ison committees, or unless 
I get instruct ions to look into it by the 
supreme counci l o r managemen t commi t -
tee, the current system will be left as it is. 


