
Chance to show documentaries to the world 
KUALA LUMPUR: Local documen-
tary makers have two reasons to 
work even harder now. 

A total of US$400,000 (about 
RM1.5 million) is being offered to 
fund the production of two 
high-definition documentaries. 

As a bonus, the documentaries 
will be aired in 27 languages over 
the National Geographic Channel in 
164 countries. 

At the signing of a memorandum 
of understanding yesterday, Na-
tional Geographic Channels Inter-
national (NGCI) and the National 
Film Development Corporation (Fi-
nas) urged local filmmakers to sub-
mit proposals for the NGCI-Finas 
HD Documentary Fund 2006. 

"There aren't many documen-
taries on Malaysia when this coun-
try has much to show, so this would 
be a great challenge," NGCI execu-
tive vice-president of production, 
Bryan Smith; said. 

The project is open to local pro-
duction companies registered with 
Finas. 

The stringent selection criteria 
will ensure that only two of the most 
resourceful and deserving produc-

ers with dramatic topics, strong 
central characters arid great story-
telling skills will get the money. 

Each of them will be expected to 
produce an hour-long documen-
tary, shot using high-definition 
equipment, which would showcase 
Malaysia to the world. 

"High-definition" or "HD" is the 

emerging industry standard for 
clearer pictures on television. 

Smith said the chosen producers 
would have to follow strict guide-
lines, including the selection of 
themes for their documentaries. 

The proposals, which-must be 
submitted by Nov 15, should be 
based on preferred themes such as 
the modern world, science and 
technology, wildlife or an in-depth 
look at topics such as space launch 
or the secret service. 

Proposals must also include a de-
tailed budget, estimated production 
schedule, the biography of mem-
hers of the production team and 
VHS or DVD sample of previous 
work. 

"National Geographic and Finas 
will play the role of advisers. Be-
sides funding, we coach them on 
proper filmmaking techniques, de-
velopment of story idea and pitch-
ing tactics," said Smith. 

He added that short-listed film-
makers would be notified in early 
December. They will attend a 
two-day Workshop on Dec 12 and 
13 where they will pitch then- pro-
jects to a panel comprising NGCI se-

nior producers. 
Arts, Culture and Heritage Minis-

ter Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim, who 
witnessed the signing of the MoU, 
said it was a dream come true to 
have high quality documentaries on 
Malaysia shown to a worldwide au-
dience. 

"NGCI is a global leader in mak-
ing high quality documentaries. 
This partnership enables our local 
producers to gain invaluable 
knowledge and compete globally," 
he said, adding that one of the doc-
umentaries should be completed by 
Aug 31, in time for the Golden Ju-
bilee celebration of the country's in-
dependence. 

Rais said the ministry was plan-
ning to create a scheme to buy pro-
posals from local film makers and 
help produce more quality docu-
mentaries. 

"The Government has allocated 
RM6 million this year for the pro-
duction of local movies and docu-
mentaries but it has not been 
utilised." 

For details on the NGCI-Finas HI) 
Documentary Fund 2006, send 
e-mail to mok@ngcasia.com. 


