
Response noted, 
not appreciated 

P U T R A J A Y A : Lee K u a n Yew's 
" a p o l o g y " over r e m a r k s he m a d e 
about M a l a y s i a n Chinese rece ived 
l u k e w a r m response f r o m the 
country ' s l o p leader . 

T h e r e w a s n o r u s h t o w e l c o m e 
h i s c o m m e n t s or a g u s h of r h e t o r i c 
about long-s tanding b i l a t e r a l ties 
s u r v i v i n g this b a d bl ip . 

Instead, the reaction from P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r Datuk Seri A b d u l l a h Ah-
m a d B a d a w i w a s t e r s e a n d eco-
n o m i c a l — m e a n t t o s h o w that 
t h o u g h the government w a s not 
interested in p r o l o n g i n g the issue, 
i t was u n i m p r e s s e d w i t h Lee 's 
statement. 

Today, the Cabinet may m a k e 
k n o w n its collective posi t ion on the 
statement. B u t the g e n e r a l fee l ing 
a m o n g pol i t ic ians is that a l a rge 
p o r t i o n of the statement is 
se l f - serv ing . 

L e e s a i d in a letter to the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r t h a t h e w a s s o r r y for the 
"great d e a l o f d iscomfort ' ' caused 
b y his c l a i m that the Chinese i n 
M a l a y s i a w e r e b e i n g systemat ica l -
ly m a r g i n a l i s e d . 

He sa id that w h e n he m a d e those 
r e m a r k s at a f o r u m on the s idel ines 
of the Internat ional M o n e t a r y 
Fund/Wor ld B a n k meet ing last 
m o n t h , he h a d no intention of m e d -
d l i n g in M a l a y s i a n politics. 

H i s c o m m e n t s were m e a n t to i l -
lustrate that Singapore needs a 
s t r o n g m a j o r i t y government to de-

fend its interests, p a r t i c u l a r l y in 
m a i n t a i n i n g good relations w i t h 
Indonesia a n d M a l a y s i a . 

A b d u l l a h tersely a c k n o w l e d g e d 
the letter. 

"I rece ived his letter a n d I un-
ders tand the contents of the let-
ter... I have taken note of it. 

" B u t I feel the s tatement that he 
m a d e w a s u n c a l l e d for a n d not ap-
prec ia ted , "he s a i d . 

" I cer ta in ly do hot agree w i t h the 

"Let me sum it up nicely, why you must have a government in Singapore 
which is really firm, stout-hearted, subtle and resolute. My neighbours both 
have problems with their Chinese. They are successful, they are hardworking 
and, therefore, they are systematically marginalized, even in education. There 
are quotas to prevent you. So, you've got to make money to go abroad or go 
to one of the private universities which are being set up. And they want 
Singapore, to put it simply, to be like their Chinese, compliant. So, every time, 
we say 'No' to some scheme to knock down the Causeway and build a bridge, 
he says, 'Oh, you're not cooperative, you're only thinking of yourself. For no 
rhyme or reason, we knock down a causeway, nearly 100 years old, which 
served us well. 

He wants to build a bridge because it looks pretty and he says ships will sail 
and his containers can move from the East Coast to the West Coast via this. 
But we saw no... So, we said, "All right, if you give us commensurate benefits, 
we'll agree". But you need a government who'll be able to, not only have the 
gumption, but the skill to say, 'No' in a very quiet, polite way that doesn't 
provoke them into doing something silly." 

statement a n d reject its premise . " 
H i s m o o d c h a n g e d vis ibly w h e n 

r e p o r t e r s asked h i m for a react ion 
to the letter. 

W h e n p r e s s e d f u r t h e r o n 
w h e t h e r he accepted Lee's apolo-
gy, he repeated : " I have taken note 
of i t . " 

In h i s letter, Lee s a i d that he did 
not have the p o w e r to inf luence 
pol i t ics i n M a l a y s i a o r t o incite the 
feel ings of the Chinese here . 

" I rrespect ive o f w h a t e v e r r e a -
sons he has s a i d , s u c h a s tatement 
c a n inci te the feelings of the 
races , " A b d u l l a h s a i d . "We have to 
ensure s u c h a s tatement is hot re-
peated." 

Energy, Water a n d C o m m u n i c a -
tions M i n i s t e r D a t u k Ser i D r L i m 
K e n g Y a i k s a i d h e s h a r e d A b d u l -
lah's sentiments on the matter . 

E n t r e p r e n e u r a n d Co-operat ive 
Deve lopment M i n i s t e r D a t u k S e r i 

K h a l e d N o r d i n sa id that the r e p u b -
lic m u s t s h o w that i f w a s ser ious i n 
susta in ing the i m p r o v e d b i la tera l 
relat ions. 

" W h a t do y o u expect us to do 
o ther t h a n d e m a n d a n e x p l a n a -
tion? W h a t s h o u l d w e d o i f they 
come with an 'apology' l i k e that? 
Go to w a r w i t h them? 

" W e just hope that S ingapore is 
m o r e c a r e f u l next t ime i n m a k i n g 
statements," he s a i d . 


