
Skip National Service, do community service 
P U T R A J A Y A : Nat ional Ser-
vice sh i rke rs w i l l in future do 
commun i t y service instead of 
be ing f ined or sent to j a i l . 

Dra f t ing of the law to p ro -
vide for this change was in the 
final stages, Min is te r in the 
P r ime Min is ter ' s Depar tment 
Datuk Dr M a x i m u s Ongki l i 
sa id yesterday. 

He said this was among the 

amendments to be made to the 
Na t i ona l Serv ice Act . 

"We hope to be able to table 
this p roposa l at the next s i t t ing 
o f Pa r l i ament in December , " 
he added. 

M a x i m u s , however, de -
c l ined to give details of the 
proposed pun ishment for NS 
dodgers , say ing that he could 
not disclose them unt i l "we 

have f inal ised everyth ing" . 
He sa id after c h a i r i n g the 

Par l i amentary Select Commi t -
tee on Unity and Nat iona l Ser-
vice that the committee was of 
the opinion that NS dodgers 
shou ld not be sent to j a i l . 

"We w i l l make the r e com-
mendat ion for j a i l t e r m to be 
rep laced by c ommun i t y ser -
vice." 

The f i r s t NS sh i rke r who 
was ja i led i s A h m a d H a r i z a l 
A h m a d Fauz i , 18, o f K a m p u n g 
Titi Serong, Kangar . 

He was f ined R M 6 0 0 or 14 
days ' j a i l by the magistrate 's 
cour t on M a y 10 last year for 
not tu rn ing up for t ra in ing at 
K u a l a Ne rang i n Kedah . 

He was sent to j a i l w h e n he 
could not pay the f ine. 

Perl is Men fe r i Besa r Da tuk 
Seri S h a h i d a n K a s s i m pa id the 
f i n e a n d A h m a d H a r i z a l was 
re leased after a day in j a i l . 

Fo l l ow ing the case, Deputy 
P r i m e Min is t e r Datuk Se r i N a -
j ib Razak sa id the government 
wou ld study a proposal that 
the penalty for NS dodgers be 
rep laced by commun i t y ser-
vice. 


