
MCA to amend 
constitution 

MUAR: MCA plans to amend its 
constitut ion to allow for post-
ponement of par ty elect ions for 
up to one year from the sched-
uled date. 

Its centra l committee w i l l 
meet ou Oct 17 to discuss i t in 
ant ic ipat ion that the general 
election can be ca l l ed before 
2008. 

M C A ' s c o a l i t i o n pa r tne r U m -
no amended its const i tut ion in 
the late 1990s to prov ide for 
the party to postpone its elec-
tion for up to 18 months. 

The c lause has been invoked 
twice to m a k e way for the 1999 
and 2004 genera l elections. 

M C A secretary-genera l 
Datuk Ong Ka C h u a n sa id state 
and d iv is ional par ty l eaders 
had begun to gather feedback 
from the grassroots on the pos-

s ib l e amendment . 
" F o r example , i f the party 

e lect ion i s scheduled on A u g 
31, 2008, and i f the genera l 
e lect ion is ca l led before that 
date, we may have to postpone 
M C A e lect ion f o r s i x months o r 
up to one year," he sa id . 

He sa id the postponement 
would enable members to fo-
cus on the genera l e lect ion. 

Speak ing after a Johor M C A 
seminar here yesterday. O n g 
said the pa r l y had d r a w n up 
programmes to train more 
leaders to serve the c o m m u n i -
ty. He said the service wou ld fo-
cus ou so lv ing local problems. 

On general election cand i -
dates, he sa id it was too ear ly to 
speculate but con f i rmed that 
l ine-up would compr ise 20 per 
cent of n e w faces. 


