
SINGAPORE: T h e Far Eastern 
Economic Review ( F E E R ) , 
w h o s e edi tor a n d publ isher 
a re b e i n g s u e d for de famat ion 
by two o f S ingapore 's l eaders , 
has quest ioned the author i ty 
o f the. Southeast A s i a n city-
state's cour ts to h e a r the suits, 
the de fendants ' l awyer sa id 
yesterday. 

The suits f i led on A u g 22 by 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r L e e H s i e n 
Loong a n d his father, Lee 
K u a n Yew, centre on an ar t i c l e 
pub l i shed in J u l y about Chee 
Soon J u a n , an . opposi t ion ac-
tivist in S ingapore . 

A h i gh cour t w i l l h o l d a 
h e a r i n g on Oct 25 at the re -
quest o f Rev i ew Pub l i sh ing 
Company L t d a n d Review ed i -
tor Hugo Resta l l to decide i f 
the S ingapore cour t h a d the 
ju r i sd i c t i on to h e a r the cases, 
acco rd ing to cour t documents 
f i l ed by Peter Low, the defen-
dants ' l a w y e r in S ingapore . 

Because the Review is a 

Hong-Kong-based mon th l y 
w h i c h does not have any em-
ployees in S ingapore , the de-
fendants are cha l l eng ing the 
r i gh t of the Singapore cour t to 

enforce damages outs ide o f 
the city-state, as we l l as the 
w a y the Lees served the i r l ega l 
papers on the two part ies 
overseas. 

In the Review art ic le that the 
Lees say de famed them, Re-
sta l l wro te about Chee 's c a m -
pa i gn for m o r e democrat i c 
freedoms in the t ightly con -
tro l led city-state a n d how the 
r u l i n g pa r t y has sued a n u m -
ber of Opposition pol i t ic ians. 

The art ic le also cr i t ic ised 
the government 's hand l i ng of 
a co r rup t i on scanda l al a 
char i ty , the Nat iona l K idney 
Foundat ion. 

S ingapore 's government lat-
er banned the Review, w h i c h 
has more t h a n 1,000 sub-
scr ibers in S ingapore , be-
cause it d id not appoint a lega l 
representative and pay a 
S$200,000 (RM460,000) secu-
r i ty b o n d - n e w requ i rements 
that are unre lated to the suit, 
and w h i c h the Review has 
cal led unjusti f ied. 

In comments reported by 
Singapore 's The Straits Times 
newspaper yesterday, Restal l 
sa id the magaz ine p l anned to 

defend the suit a n d hoped i t 
w o u l d s end a message to o ther 
countr ies s u c h as C h i n a about 
controls over the m e d i a . 

"That 's one r ea son w h y i t 's 
impor tan t to f ight th is case, to 
prevent C h i n a f r om be l i ev ing 
that i f i t adopts the S ingapore-
an mode l , the i n t e rna t i ona l 
m e d i a is go ing to r o l l over ar id 
accept that, a n d tone d o w n its 
coverage," Resta l l w a s quoted 
as say ing in a ta lk on M o n d a y 
to the Fore i gn Co r r e spon -
dents ' C lub in Bei j ing. 

Singapore 's leaders have 
d r a w n c r i t i c i sm over severa l 
successful de famat ion suits in 
past years against j ou rna l i s t s 
and pol i t ica l opponents. 

The l eaders say they have 
sued to defend the i r p e r s o n a l 
a n d profess ional reputat ions. 
The elder Lee, S ingapore 's 
founding p r ime min is te r , s t i l l 
Wields considerable inf luence 
unde r the title o f M i n i s t e r 
Men to r i n the C a b i n e t . — A P 
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