ONE often encounters forelgnersf
who on the strength of havmg been

“here six months or six" years think "

- they know all there is to know about
Malaysia. Even after half'a century I
would not"so ‘presume, being con-:
stantly reminded tha it 15 still possi-
‘ble tobe taken: totalfy by surpnse As

' hap ened recenﬂy

way;-especially of Tate: But Lee Kuan

Yew’s latest broadside, extraordmary ;

“and; preposterous as it was, took most

of us by surprise. To'say that: I was..

floored is ar understatement.”
How could anyone say our Chmese
are “marginalised”"
ant?? _Coming from uch a

moststaggermg obediénee.

= The answer is-hot far t6 seek and
: goesdtrectly ‘fo the Minister Mentor,-

He Who Must, BeQbeyed with apolo - Ghila
Yeris per- -
“ceived to haveinherited the Mantle 6f -

gies to ‘John Mortimer),

-Heaven, which in the’ ‘Confucian ethic

. inspires "the titmos aﬂ‘egmnce for
‘which read’ comphance Newcomers
on first acquaintanes with that well-

ity state are apt - —on

tthe West with -~
palm trees”, Thisitis decidedlynot It

‘isa Confucian'Chineses. society with its

ordered, dlsclphned
to'exclaim “Butit’

“ownspecial brand of kiasi, toboot, -
Kzasms Wh L’ee’seemedte be e

i the ost qualified forthis, -
‘Butnot the Malaysian
- Lee not heard‘ of Fra

can’t keep them down; our commer-’
: cralwarrlor clasg; e
After all; if they hadn’t ventured

their aneestors ‘would not: have left

- China itrthe first place. | And success-
-fulthey a,renow th ba t
- economy. :

“Robeért: Kuolg le Goh Tong, Quek Y
Léng Chan, Teh Hong Piow can testi--- -
 fy“The roll call is endless of all- those
“who have: respended withi the work

ethi¢: and: the- success ethie to the
. busine: ';opportmnty Malaysm gave
. themt, and now. have overtaken mest .

_oftherestof us,

- A for the Chinese being comph—
ant”, we ma ‘be forgiven for thinking - ;
‘ = care ofin anotherway—thelr educa;
~‘own irrepressible : co]leagues and
Lee unaware of Lun Klt :

this- was ‘some kind -of joke. :I can
] T have noticed 1

f ends.,

HUTCe Was our nearest nelgh

10 should have known better. -
I thought verbal histrionics were.the -
prerogatlve of this side of the:Cause-

-and" “compli-.
an outright:
: autho arian state, itwas'almost im-"

“pertinent. They séem capable of the i

: V‘mce

tgapores Imnority race is azrgua.bly - Apore

and other: da:rmg ventures)‘? You Just :

“the’ late Sandra Woodhull were dis-

~were allowed o be independent and -

V:regron to do s*e Smgapore d1d not

Slang? Lattel we m&y c1te Matlnas Bes1des the lmglusuc \ad jantag for

Chang, hardly - quiescent, ‘or ‘Tian "
‘ an. Thie Opposition in

rliamer ls»ledhyDAPan&yeryvo-;

jorn ]Oke “about a ﬁshmg
: contest elther 51de of the Johor Stral :

our Cihmese it a.llows them to

Hbelng : margma.lised" produces a’
Tan; T have proba.bly - .
]_II 3

e the 'most; glarm g
What has happeneda f-
ivate secto

sha.re of the popuiaﬂon and th
terests are well eatered‘for i

tfor a fewkhardy farmly husmess-f T
eSmconsu'u ona.ndﬁnance i ananchisive sy
4 modaung Chmese; parties like- the

brothersin Sabah -and Sarawak.

*the Tate James Puthuchea,ry :
- —withaChirese chiefminister, -
But:where Lee got it most seriously
wrong relates to the ‘comparative s
‘cial'and econormic standmg of.
feren “communities.

margmahsed” Chmese have ex-.
st of .

'graced for- non-conforrmty Ctwo -
‘went 1o jail, then were dlspatched =
across “ the Causeway where they

became: prominent membersko, the

tional privileges. We kept the Man-

-out), Ma&ays have yet -4
‘darmschools,theorﬂycountrymthe"v Téal let: > the 4

i inytt;nee per ce ofthei;opﬂatlon'

. Isthereafarfact »her

of - nelghbours?

‘ Malays1a as

andsta,blhty
ays,” turmoil. -

~ MCA or.Gerakan; and their political -

state is controlled by them ——‘Penang '
- sis that respects the culture and in-
ogrity - of ‘ v

Our,

' hons‘share Imay pomt'

geted 30 per cent.g There is an embar-

rassmg mcome dlspanty the ver- |
ge iricorne of the Chinese bemg 1. 64
tamesthatofth v alays ol e

epressible economically,

allytheyare set:

At oughtrath

[demiocracy;. €conomn

And i

Mﬂaysm a umque status as a role

~model. Tts competitive edge is its-di--
Vers1ty, a nncrocesm of the future

‘Instead of i gin lising any. one -
raceitaiinsfor an interracial synthe- 3

iy timate. of
di rsﬁy—aBang_ ;Ma;aysra
Butwhat will the ’_ rldb h

d : e
hopeforthe iblical outcome. .
Weneedt getourstoryoutv b8




