Chance to show ds

: KUALA LUMPUR Local documen-fj .
tary makers have two. reasons 10

. workeven harder now.
A ‘total .of US$400, 000 (about

RM1. 5 million) is being offered to
fund - the production . of - two; .

Iugh-deﬁmtmn documentaries.

As a bonus, the documentarles
will be afred in 27 languages over - -
the National Geographlc Cha,nnelmb o

164 counmes ,‘
. At the signin d%nOf a memorandum
of “understanding - yesterday, Na-

tional Geographic Channels Inter- -~ |
national (NGCI) .and ‘the National
* Film'Development Corporation (Fi= - - j

nas) urgedlocal filmmakers to sub-

_mit proposals for the NGCI-Finas "

_HD Documentary Fund 2006; -

“There: aren’t many- documen- :
- taries.on Malaysia; when this coun- -
try hasimuch to show, so this would =~
be-a great challenge.” NGCI execu- . ers ‘wi
tive: wce-pres1dfant of productlon .
‘ Smith.

will enstire that only two of the most

“central cha;r cters-and great story-
ai : tellmg skills will get the money. -
is-open to local pro- ‘

ypanies reglstered wrch )

mgent selectlon crlterla e

resourceful and deservmg prbduc-" {:" “ngh-deﬁmtlon” or HD lS the

clearer: pictures on television.
- Smith said the chosen producers
would have to follow strict guide-
lines, - including the "selection - of
- themes for their documentaries.

 look at topics such as space launch
~-orthe secretservice. -
Proposals must also mclude a de-

~“schedule

To

i saJd Smlth
:‘Each of them Wlll be expected to ]

'emerglng mdustry sta,ndard for .

. The proposals which-must be -
-submitted by Nov 15, should ‘be.
based on preferred themies such as” -
“the modern . world, - science and
~technology, wildlife or an in-depth

i " tailed budget estimated production:
L ‘ the biography:of mem--
e - bers ‘of 'th production team-and -

VD sample of prekus ;

~Ang:31, in time for the Golden Ju- -
bilee celebrauon of the cmmtty sin-.
'dependence i FECI
oo \Rals said-the rrﬂmstry Was pia,n-

' will play the role of advisers. Be-_ ~pos
~ sides funding, we coach them on - he

~proper filmmaking techniques, de- - n
elopment of story idea-an 4p1tch- :

" 13 where they will pitch their pro-
Jects to a panel comprlsing NGCI se- -

ocumentarles to the werld
NS z\to\xwé i

morproducers e o
Arts, Culture and Herltage Minis-

ter Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim; who - -

witnessed the. signing of the MoU, -

said ‘it was a dream come true to-
- havehigh quality documentarieson: *

Malaysia shown to a worldvmde au-.
dience. S
“NGClisa globa.l leader in mak- v
ing high: ‘quality documentaries. -
This partnership enables our local -
producers - to. .gain " invaluable

- knowledge and ‘compete globally,”
~he said; addmg that oneof the'dac-" -

umentaries should be' completed by i

jcreate a'scheme to buy pro-
d :

t].].ls d”

7 “For- detaﬂe on the NGCI Fmasl—]D
;Doqumentary ‘Fund 2006, “send .
-malltomok@ngcasza com. o

illion. this year:for the pro-- "
e f Tocal movies and docu-
‘mentaries.: but 1t has not- been;r .



