PUI‘RAJAYA Lee Kuan Yews' ‘

“apology” over remarks he made
about Malaysian Chinese received

lukewarm - response - from the -

‘country’s top leader. -

There was no rush. to welcome -
his comments or a gush of rhetoric -
about: long-stendmg bﬂateral tles ‘

“surviving this bad blip. -

~ Instead, the reaction from Pr]me -
Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ah-
‘mad Badawi was. terse and eco--

“nomical-— meant to show that

‘though. the government was not:
‘interested in prolonging the issue,
it ‘was: ummpressed “with- Lee’ S|

statement

- ~Today, the. Cabmet may make
“knownits collective  position on'the -

_statement. But the genera.l feeling
among politicians is that a large
portion of. ‘the - statement

-self-serving.

‘- Lee said in'a letter to the Prlmei "
Mlnlster that he was sorry for the . |
~“great deal of discomfort” caused .

“hy his claim that the Chinese in
Malays1a ;si](;re bemg systematlcal-

;’dlmgm Malayswn pphﬁcs
- ‘His comments were meantto:
lustrate that - Smgepor eds.
strong maJorlty government to de-

: ‘ | -_?we’il agree”, But you need a govemment who'll be able to, not tmiy have the

Fﬁend its. mterests, partlcularly in:.
- maintaining’ good relations with
! Indonesia and Malaysia. -

¢ theletter.

: "Let me sum it up mcely, why you must have a gevemment in Smgapore

“which is reaﬂy firm, stout-hearted, subtle and resolute, My neighbours both
have problems with their Chinese, They are successful, they are hardworking
- -and, therefore, they are. systematlcatiy margmaiazed even in education. There.
are quotas to prevantyou So, you've got to make money to go abroad or go .
-~ to one of the private universities which are being set up. And they want
Smgapure, to put it simply, to be like their Chinese, tompilam: So, every t;me,
- 'we say ‘No’ to some scheme to knock down the Causeway and build a bridge, i
he says, 'Oh, you're not cooperatlve yeu re only thinking of yourself . Forno ; s

- rhyme or reason, we knock down a causeway, neariy 100 years old, whtg:h
" served us well. g
| " Hewants to butfd a bﬁdge because it looks ;)retty and he sqys sths wdl saai e B

| . ’,amd his containers can move from the East Coast to the West Coastviathis. N
: . ‘But we saw no... So, we said, “All right, if you give us commensurate benefits, /

- gumption, but the skill to say, ‘No’ in a very quset poit’te way that deesn’t
mvoke tbem into deing something sziiy o _

Khaled Nordm sald that the repub- A
lic must'show that it was serious in |
sustmmng the unproved bllateral ;]

“Irrespectlve of Whatever rea-.
-sois he has said; such astatément
~can :incite the " feelings of the -
- races,” Abdullah said. “We have to - relations. |
‘ensure such astatementlsnot res . “What do you expect us. to do
“peated.” . T - other than demand an explana- -
Energy, Water and Commumca- tion? What should we do-if they
ons ;Minister Datuk Seri Dr.Lim * come with an’ apology hke that?-
: eng Yaik said he shared Abdul- - Gotowarvmth them? - ;
not have the power. to mﬂuence -lah’s sentiments on the matter, - " “We just hope.that Smgapore is.
politics in Malaysra or-to mc1te the - Enfrepreneur and’ Co-operative ~ more careful next time in makmg
feehngs of the Chmese here. . 'Development Mlmster Datuk Serl'r ' ‘statements” he sald S

statement a.nd reject 1ts premise
His mood changed visibly when'
reporters asked him for a reactlen
~totheletter, - - - S
-“-When- pressed: - further
whether he aceepted Lee’
gy, he repeated “I have

- Abdullah tersely acknowledgedf

| rec_elved his letter andk‘l;“’,

nade was uncalléd for and not ep-
eciated,” he'said, 7
1 certamly do not agree w1th the : ; &




