'*f?Umty panel wants Kuan Yew to say sworry

f-PUTRAJAYA
panel yesterday called on Singa-

‘pore’s Minister Mentor-Lee Kuan --
““Yew o retract.his statement that
- Chinese:in ‘Malaysia- were bemgf

g systematlcally marginalised.-
‘The Parliamentary Select Com-

 mittee on Unity and National Ser- -

“vice also-wants: Lee to apologlse to.
-allMalaysians,

Committee cha.lrmém Datik Dr'~

" Maximus Ongkili, who is also Min-

“ister’in the- Prime Minister’s De-."
partment, aid the use of the word _

_systematically” {ania;
to-saying that

'»_ernment had a grand de51gn to “hi

A pa.rhamentary %

NS T

margmahse the people. >

Maximus .was speaking -to ‘re-, k
-~ porters after chairingameeting of
the committee near here.

He said Lee’s remarks were un-

' called for; unwelcome and tanta-
‘mount to mterfermg in Malaysia’s -
“affairs. “There isno doubt we face.
challenges in managing ethnic re{"

“lations but we have done verywell

‘and.are rega.rded as ‘a-model for.
religious and racial diversity. -
“Lee has apologised for the dls-

. comfort he caused but he hasnot, . ;
e , he .ethnic Chinese, stood upto its ma-

,Datuk

\1006

In a letter to Prnne Mlmster
Seri. - Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi, Lee had said he was sorry

- for the “great deal of discomfort™ -
~caused by his statement. ‘

‘He said . when he made those
comments at a foruin on the side--
lines-of the International Mone-
tary Fund/World Bank meeting

“last month, he-had'no intention-of
’ meddling in Malaysian pohtlcs

He -also told -a- forum -in- the

-i city-state that it was vital that Sin-

gapore, "which is predonunantly'

qrity-Muslim nelghbours Mal-

-aysia and Indonesia. -



