~ SINGAPORE ' The Far Eastefn
FEconomic- Revzew “(FEER);

“whose “editor “and publisher
are beirig sued for defamation -

by two of Singapore’s leaders,
‘has questioned the -authority

of ‘the: Southeast Asian city- -

‘state’s:courts to hear the suits,

“the: defendants lawyer said -

yesterda

“The suits filed on Aug 22 by

Prime .Minister - Lee - Hsien

Loong and - his- father, Lee -

Kuan Yew, centre on an article
pUbhshed in July about Chee

in Singapore:,

ng on Oct 25

5

Jurisdietion to hear the cases,

dan lawyermSmgapore "
ause the Revtew is a

n.Juan,-an. 0ppo§1uen ac-.
high court will hold a -

quest of "Review Pubhslnngg g
Company. Ltd and Review edi-
~tor Hugo Restall to decide-if f
the Singapore court had thef

Nﬁ" n\ o\me

In the Revzew a.rtlcle that the_»
Lees say defamed them,’ Re-
_stall wrote-about Chee’s cam-
) paign_ for mote democratic
-freedoms inthe  tightly.-con- ~
~ trolled city-state-and how the -

. ruling party has sued a num--

- ‘berof opposition politicians. -

.The ‘article also -criticised -

the government’s-handling of
““a_corription ' scandal “at a

. charity,. the National Kldney\‘ .

*.” Foundation.
: Singapore’s govermnentlat-
- banned the Review, which

Singapore ‘be-

Hong—Kong-based monthly f’enforce damages oul 'de

~ Which does not have any em- . “the city-state;. as w
ployees in’ Singapore,. the de- - '
+-fendants ‘are: cha]lengm :the .. pap
rlght of the Smgapore ceurt to ;; ovel

paper yesterday, stal

- successful defamation suits in

themagazﬁw planned to

; defend the ‘suit and hoped it
-wouldsenda niessage to other

‘countries such as China dbout
controls overthemedia,
““That’s one reason why it’s
lmporta.nt to fight this case; to
prevent China from behevmg
that if it adopts the Smgapore-
an- model, the: in ;
media is going to roll over and
accept that .and tone down its'

.coverage,” Restall was quoted
as saying'in-a talk on- Monday
1o the Forelgn . Correspon-

han 1,000 sub- - Sing

Ppast years against journalists

“ and pohtlcaLopponents

The leaders say they have

it " sued to defend their personal
, : Jtion

~f'undervk the  title of. Minister
R Mentormthe Cabmet —AP »




