
PM: Centre shows 
our success 
in space science 

Malays i an astronaut w h o 
w o u l d be assigned to the Inter-
national Space Station. 

Besides this centre, the Go-
vernment has set up a nat ional 
observatory in Langkawi, w i t h 
the country 's first robotic tele-
scope to enable the observa-
tion of space th rough the 

On the first Malaysian to go 
to space, Abdu l l ah said that 
because the astronaut was a 
Mus l im , the Government had 
to address h o w he could prac-
t ise his religious obligations in 
space. 

"We want our astronaut to 
show to the wor ld that Islam is 
not a hindrance to develop-
m e n t but c an also explore 
space," he added. 

A b d u l l a h later ta lked v i a 
video conferencing w i t h astro-
naut candidates Dr She ikh 
Muszapha r Shukor, 34, and 
Kap t en Dr Faiz Khaleed, 26. 
Both are currently training in 
Russia. 

BANTING: The newly launched 
Malaysia Space Centre signifies 
the country's achievement in 
space science, said Datuk Seri 
Abdul lah Ahmad Badawi . 

The Pr ime Min is ter said the 
Government was commit ted to 
enhancing the country's capaci-
ty in space science research and 
innovat ion because Ma lays ia 
could not become a developed 
country w i thou t bu i ld ing on 
this important field. 

"To compe te w i t h d e v e l -
oped countries, I believe we 
have to mas t e r the var ious 
fields of science and technolo-
gy, inc lud ing , astronomy," he 
said w h e n launching the cen-
tre yesterday. 

The RM100mil space centre 
is located on a 161.8ha plot of 
land in Kampung Sungai Lalang 
here and equipped w i t h state-
of-the-art laboratories to assist 
in work relating to satellite sys-
tems. 

It has the capability to mon i -
tor and communicate w i t h the 


