
Dr M: Ball's 
in Thai court 
It's up to them to decide on roadmap 

LANGKAWI: It is up to the Thai 
authorities to proceed w i t h the 
Tun Dr Mahathir M o h a m a d - i n i -
t iated r o a d m a p to peace in 
southern Thailand. 

" I have done my part. My 
mission is n o w complete. It is 
n o w up to the Thai authorities 
to proceed w i t h f o l l o w - u p 
ac t ion , " Dr M a h a t h i r said, 
adding that he was w i l l i n g to 
render further help if required. 

W i t h i n 10 months of seeking 
a n audience w i t h Thai K i n g 
B h u m i b o l A d u l y a d e j , D r 
M a h a t h i r had comple ted his 
mission to establish good cor-
dial w o r k i n g re la t ionship 
between the Thai authorities 
and the leaders of Thai M a l a y 
M u s l i m organisations. 

The Perdana Global Peace 
Organisation (PGPO), together 
w i t h H o n o r a r y Royal Thai 
Consul Datuk Shazryl Eskay 
Abdul lah , prepared a draft of 
the Joint Peace and Develop-
ment Plan for South Thailand 
and a copy was delivered to 
then Thai Deputy P r i m e 

Minis ter Chitchai Vanasatidya 
in August. 

Dr Mahathir , w h o is PGPO 
chairman, was responding to an 
allegation in an English dai ly in 
Tha i land recent ly that the 
peace initiative taken by h i m 
was heading nowhere. 

He said the idea to initiate the 
peace talk was mooted after a 
discussion w i t h former Thai 
prime minister Anand Panya-
rachun, w h o was given the task 
to study the southern crisis. 

"I sought an audience w i t h the 
K i n g in October fo l lowing 
Anand's advice. The King agreed 
w i t h Anand's suggestion that I be 
involved in the peace initiative 
for southern Thailand," he said. 

Dr M a h a t h i r said Thai 
Nat iona l Intelligence A g e n c y 
director Lt -Gen Vaipot Srinual 
was the best person to mediate 
the peace process further 
because he unders tood very 
w e l l the causes of disputes that 
had led to the conflict. 

"Vaipot and the Thai M u s l i m 
leaders can get together and 

seek the help of the Malaysian 
authori t ies to mediate the 
peace process," he added. 

"But we must remember that 
signing a peace treaty w i l l not 
end the violence in the south 
because the volatile situation is 
fuel led by var ious factors, 
inc luding cr iminal activities." 

Dr M a h a t h i r was surprised 
that none of the Thai Malay 
M u s l i m leaders are cal l ing for 
independence or autonomy. 

"They mere ly w a n t peace, 
better education policy, equi-
table development, and better 
economic prospects for the 
South," he said, adding that the 
requests made by the c o m m u -
ni ty leaders were very basic 
and should be easily fulf i l led. 

PGPO executive director 
Datuk M u k h r i z Mahathir said 
the Thai M a l a y M u s l i m s also 
hoped that the authori t ies 
w o u l d declare a blanket 
amnesty "so that people could 
start their lives anew". 

• Also see story in W39 


