
Diplomat 
told to 
explain 
Kuan Yew's 
statements 
K U A L A L U M P U R : The Singapore 
H i g h Commissioner has been 
told by the Malaysian Govern-
ment to explain the statement 
made by the republic's Minister 
Mentor Lee Kuan Yew. 

Foreign Minister Datuk Seri 
Syed H a m i d Albar said High 
Commissioner T. Jesudasen, w h o 
was summoned by the Malaysian 
Government on Wednesday, met 
W i s m a Putra secretary-general 
Datuk Rastam M o h d Isa at 
W i s m a Putra yesterday. 

''We have given our views to 
h i m and h o w we feel about it so 
we w i l l wait for his response and 
decide what action we should 
take," he told reporters after 
attending t h e U m n o supreme 
council meeting at the P W T C . 

To a question, Syed H a m i d 
said Lee should apologise for 
m a k i n g the statement because 
what he said was beyond fair 
c o m m e n t , descr ib ing some-
thing that was not true, 

' 'That statement is tanta-
m o u n t to instigation and he 
should apologise to mainta in 
the 'supposedly' friendly (rela-
tions between) n e i g h b o u r i n g 
countries. But whatever it is we 
w i l l wai t and see," he added. 

Lee told a forum in Singapore 
last week that it was vital for 
the Chinese-majority state to 
stand up to its M u s l i m - d o m i -
nated neighbours, Malaysia and 
Indonesia, adding that the i r 
attitude towards Singapore had 
been shaped by the w a y the 
countries treated their o w n 
ethnic Chinese minorit ies. 

"Our neighbours both have 
problems w i t h their Chinese. 
They are successful. They are 
h a r d w o r k i n g and, therefore, 
they are systematically margin-
alised," Lee reportedly said. 

P r i m e M i n i s t e r Datuk Seri 
Abdul lah A h m a d Badawi, w h o 
was asked to c o m m e n t on the 
same issue after chair ing the 
council meeting, said he had 
wr i t ten a letter to Lee express-
ing his displeasure and that he 
was wai t ing for a reply. 


