JAKARTA. Smgapore has moved'

- to placate Indonesia after-com-

“‘ments' made by Singapore's
founding father Lee Kuair Yew
~on Jakarta's treatment of its eth--

~nic Chinese, an official here sald
. yesterday R
“Indonesia’ summonéd Smga—

‘pore’s ambassador last week to -
seek clarification of reports that-

“Lee had told-a forum that ethni¢

- Chinese minority communities -
_in Indonesia and Malaysia were -

“being systematlcally margin-
alised..

In a diplomatic note Singa-
.pore said- it had no wish to

interfere in Indonesra S, domes—

tic affairs and was aware of the .

improving situation for Chinese
in -Indonesia,- Indonesian for-

eign_ fninistry spokesman. Yuri -

.. Thamrin said.

*.“So (the note) was aboutf',‘ ;
_explanation’ was sufﬁc1ent o
-defuse the spat. .

: acknowledgement of the posi-

tive ' situation -in -Indonesia-
“with respect to the Chinese, .
~and the second -point is that .-
there was not at all any inten--
_tion to in'ter’fer‘e domestically,”

-he said.-.

: “There is.a wrsh to malntarn L

in makmg statements ‘some:
-7 times;’ out—of—context state=

- _The' spokesman said that the\ -
remarks had not taken into

: goed relatrons w1th Indonesra %
~-he. added -

.‘ vant

-account “the changing situation

inIndonesia, and that's why we
were a bit confused.”- Lo
Thamiin declined to say ifthe

“What I can say is we have.
received the response ‘We are.
also- interested™in promotlng,,
mutually beneﬁcral reiatrons
e said. :
“We need to’ be very careful

ments that are: not r:eally rele- :



