ogrammes, said
 Datuk Seri Chan

Kong Choy.

The ‘institute, to be set up in
Universiti Putra Malaysia, would be
the first to-be estabhshed in Asean

he added. .~
- Chan sard the Govemment would .
aunching grant of RM50mil -

for 30 years. .
“Itwill be money well sp ,
is precious. ‘We’ want to seé a
g decrease m,the fatality rate: due to

oss to the country " he

‘Malaysian reporters after visit-
ing: the ‘Swedish National Road and
Transport Reésearch Institute (VIT)

Malaysian ms,tl;tnte
ut various’ types of "
luding engineering,

-vehicle design, human-.

we - will 1mmedlately
ook into the strueture of the insti--
tite. "An" appropriate miimber of

earchers will also be based in the

arller Chan sard a vrr study on
drivers-using the handsfree ‘mobile.

phone kit drew his attention. Initial

ﬁndrngs showed that such_ drivers

-were  causing more. “danger ‘than -

ings as a reference to help us to-for-
mulate more effective road -safety -
’programmes and policies in eduea-
tion, engrneerrng environment and-

-the setting up of the institute was

provided for ‘under the Malaysia.

Road Safety Plan 2006 <2010. ' .. «
He said the ‘Governifient- would

fappornt a suitable candidate to be .

~the’ mstltute 5 dll‘ECtOl'—

experrenced in road
recognised 1nternat1

said. ~ : ‘
“Once the drréctor—general 1s

~

saids
- °Dr Nilsson; however said the find-
ing was inconclusive, adding that-a -

: : B those not using handsfree kits. -
_ “We will use the 1nst1tute s ﬁnd—

““L-will keep a close watch on the ,

study for further developmentanda-
‘more conclusive finding,” said Chan,
- who was briefed by VIT researcher ‘
~ Dr Lena Nilsson. .
enforcement,” he said, adding: that

Dr Nilsson had said drivers usmg
the kits had a tendency to un-

" intentionally speed as they tended
...to-pay less-attention to driving.

“On the other hand, drivers ‘who
do not -use such kits tend to slow
down  their vehicles as they are
aware that they are talking over the
mobile phone whlle drrvrng, she"

further study on the i issue would be

_carried out. P




