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T HE postponement ofthe Umno
party election until after the next
general election has invited
suggestions that Datuk Seri
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi is not
riding out the full five years ofhis
first term as the prime minister.
He made the announcement
after chairing last Thursday's
Umno Supreme Council meeting.
The party election is scheduled
for next year, and Abdullah's term
of office runs out in March 2009.
He is only now in mid-term, but
what a ride it has been.
Observers have begun
speculating that Abdullah will call
a snap national election next year
- any time after next March when
the current state assemblymen
and MPswould have completed at
least three years of their term.

According to the party

the Sun says:
Umno must
reform its
political culture

constitution, aspecial motion will
have to be tabled at next month's
general assembly to postpone the
party election in amaximum 18
months.
Umnoinsiders say thereisnow
too-much politicking, jostling and
lobbying, fuelled by mounting
pressures from former premier
Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad and
his supporters who have become
strong critics of Abdullah's
administration.

Umno information chief Tan
Sri Muhammad Muhd Taib said

Abdullah's announcement has
nothing to do with snap elections.

"It is to divert the attention of
members from the party election.
Since next year is (party) election
year, itis a crucial time for Umno
members. But we have just started
the Ninth Malaysia Plan (9MP).
So, we need to postpone the party
election,” he said.

"Pak Lah has to make the
announcement now, otherwise in
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the next one year, il is feared
Umno members will concentrate
on the party ele¢tion and slart
fighting for posts or positions.

“The president wants threm to
conceéntrate on their work, on
ensuring the success of the 9MP
and to live up to the big mandate
-given bythe people in thc ldbt
genéral election?”

Umno Youth deputy chief 25
Khairy Jamaluddin had early this
year made the same suggeslion to
postpone the party election for fear -

a break in unity beforé the next: !

neral election.
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PAS deputy president

9 MNasharudin Mat Isa said PAS had

predicted at its mukumaar

-(assembly) in Juné the next gvnerdl

election would be held between ¢
June and December next year,'™
“Abdullah’s announeement

* supports our prediction. He needs

_.anew mandate.as the,problems he
1is Tacing now: have;nearly‘muohed
-“the peak,”he said, = -

He said Abdiillah is challenged
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