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BANTING: M a l a y s i a has set up the 
National Space Centre to further devel-
op the country's space technology and 
boost its growth through space-related 
activities. 

Located on I 6 2 h a in Sungai Lang 
here, the centre will also be used to mon-
itor the RazakSat satellite. 

Opening the centre yesterday, Prime 
Min is te r Datuk Seri Abdul lah A h m a d 
Badawi said it is an additional step to pro-
pel the country towards a more devel-
oped and successfu l future based on 
knowledge and technology. 

The centre's mission control facility 
has a receiving antenna and features of 
the tracking, telemetry and c o m m a n d 
antennas. 

It also has the optical calibration lab-
oratory which consists of the integrating 
sphere, a spectroradiomater and a satel-

lite turn-table. 
The s p a c e centre 's next phase of 

development wi l l include antenna and 
RF design and GEO mission control. The 
e q u i p m e n t be ing p lanned includes a 
thermal vacuum chamber, mass proper-
ty measurement system and a shaker. 

'When completed, the centre could 
become a regional hub for satellite fabri-
cation and testing. 

"This is an additional step taken to 
propel the country to a future that is 
more advanced and to move forward by 
acquiring more knowledge and technol-
ogy. 

" In the last f e w d e c a d e s , satell i te 
images had been widely used for various 
reasons such as monitoring and predict-
ing the weather, land development and, 
more importantly, to monitor natural dis-
asters such as forest fires and haze as 
well as oil spills," said Abdullah. 

The s p a c e cent re miss ion control 
facility will also be used to establish con-

tacts with Malaysia's astronaut, who will 
blast off in a year on a Russian Soyuz 
spacecraft next year. 

Sheikh Muszaphar Shukor and back-
up astronaut Faiz Khaleed had left for a 
one-year training stint in Moscow's Star 
City, beginning tomorrow. 

"We want our astronaut to show to 
the world that Islam is not a hindrance to 
progress even whi le exploring space," 
Abdullah said. 

After the launch, the prime minister 
had a live chat with Sheikh Muszaphar 
and Faiz via video conferencing. 

"I hope both of you will work hard and 
study whatever is taught to you. Learn as 
much as you can while you are on your 
mission there. This is what I hope," he 
told them. 

"We hope you can fly off to space 
safely and make the country proud. This 
is my h o p e and the h o p e of al l 
Malaysians and it goes to show Malaysia 
Boleh. . ." 


