'PUTRAJAYA: The prime minis-
ter has described the report
released by the Asian’Strategy

and Leadership ifistitute (Asli) on.
-» the New Economic-Policy.as
- inaccurate, baseless and |rre- :

‘sponsible.

The report, which concludéd -

“that the NEP target of 30%

bumiputra equrty ‘had been

.achieved;and in factexcéeeded;
had drawn criticism from.vari-
ous quarters which maintain
that the equtty was. 189% in
2004,

cy of the report as it was based

AN

ona survey of 1 000 companies.

- He'said the information and

documents used by the Econo-
mic Planning Unit.(ERU)-when.
preparing the 9th Malaysia Plan-

involved surveys on 600, 000
compariies in- Malaysia. o
“When information is inac-

curate and the base of the sur-
vey is indccurate, how can-the .
-conclusion made -be -accu-

rate.This-is'an. maccurate con-
clusion.”

He said if this conc|u3|on is:

_+.used as.a basis for discussion in

; Datuk Serl Abdullah Ahmad‘ :
Badawi questioned the-aceura-.

public forums, it could.cause

‘various reactions, “which | thmk
is not good o

Abdullah said the report had

raised many. questions and:

could cause people to make
~accusations-against others. ~

~““The action.of tablmg the -
- survey, which'in my opinion is
“incomplete and inaccurate, is

something1 see as |rresponsr—
ble” -

- “He said the survey's treat- -
_ment.of government-link com-...
~ panies (GLCs)as bumiputra con- -
~ . ‘cerns:is incorrect as they are;

‘government companies..
-+ "If everybody think GLCs are
bumputra, it is wrong and it will

‘Createralot.of anger. it is not -
~rightand is veryirresponsible.”

~ “He was speaking to repor--.
ters after chairing the Sthmeet:
ing of the:National lmplemen— ;

tation Task Farce for.the.9th

‘Malaysian Plan athis office here.

: Mentor Lee' Kuan ‘ew's reply

- Jetter, Abdullah said he hadno

Asked if he planhed.tocall -

for a snap general election‘after:
Umno decided to postpone its.

party election next year, he said:
“Why sheild 1? Give a.reason
why 1 should:” .

Soonm whether he was seekmg :
. aniother huge mandate fromthe
people; Abdullah said he still had - *

-a lot of time to deliver his pro-

- misés to them,

Asked-about. theveab

stance on Singapore Mmrst r

thing further to say.

-"The cabinet agreed wrth my" ;
-:"stand and the deusron i hadv

made

-~ mentsonit;

- "We can't tell them' what to
say Or not to-say, As’ farasam

concerned, Ihave s sard what I

have tosay.”

Aside from thls matter he :
: sa|d rétations between the two

countries are the same and

fthere has not-béen any other

: Asked if he con3|dered the::

:,|ssue closed, he added that he .

was not maklng any more state- e

~ties, including computers, elec-
“tricity and-water-supply and
‘ mcreasmg the number of teach-
ers.

repercussmns
-0n the task force meetmg

~Abdulah said it discussed ways

to improve the standard.of
schools-and teachingin rural
areas as many of them are Iag ‘
ging. '

Among the steps to be takenn ‘
are toimprove laboratory faciti- -

About the status of prolects .

“under the-9MP, he said about
509 of projects have been:ten-

dered out, adding that he. want-

ed thlngs to move faster



