
''But, of course, there 
will be groups (in 

Malaysia) which will try 
to promote differences 
among the races but it is 
up to the majority to 
ensure that differences are 
settled in a proper way" 

IT WOULD be more effective for heads, 
of religious institutions to convince world 
leaders to help remove the causes of ter-
ror ism, than try ing to conv ince terror 
groups to stop their aggression. 

Former p remier Tun Dr Mahath i r 
M o h a m a d , an inv i ted speaker , sa id 
this w h e n addressing delegates during 
the s e c o n d day of the congress . 

Mahath i r sa id : " P e r h a p s rel igious 
h e a d s c o u l d p e r s u a d e w o u l d - b e 
terror ists not to b l o w up aircraft and 
their passengers but frankly, I do not 
think this wi l l work . " 

He sa id no mat te r w h o talks to 
t h e m ( te r ro r g roups) , t h e pa in wi l l 
a l w a y s be the re a n d t h e s e p e o p l e 
w h o threaten internat ional secur i ty 
have no other m e a n s to fight their 
powerfu l e n e m i e s e x c e p t via terror 
at tacks. 

He said t h e anger a n d frustrat ion 
of the Palestinian people have reached 
a stage where "rationality" is no longer 
possible . 

" B e r e f t o f o t h e r w e a p o n s , they 
resort to b l o w i n g t h e m s e l v e s up and 
kil l ing innocent people , " he said. 

M a h a t h i r s a i d t h e w o r l d m u s t 
r e a l i s e that t h e s t r a t e g y , o f 
"out-terrorising" the terrorists by Israel 
a n d the United States is not work ing . 

"All that we s e e i s an esca lat ion 
in their counter -at tacks a n d the w h o l e 

wor ld feels insecure and we are even 
be ing haunted by the fear of be ing 
b lown out of the sky w h e n e v e r we 
fly," he sa id . 

He ca l led on re l ig ious h e a d s to 
c o n v i n c e l e a d e r s o f t h e c o u n t r i e s 
against w h o m the attacks are directed 
to try and unders tand the p r o b l e m 
and deal w i th the root causes . 

Later, in response to a quest ion by 
the Sun, Mahath i r said the fervour of 
mult i -cultural relat ions in Ma lays ia is 
the s a m e as in Kazakhs tan . 

" B u t , o f c o u r s e , t h e r e w i l l b e 
groups (in Malaysia) w h i c h wi l l try to 
promote dif ferences a m o n g the races 
but it is up to the majority to ensure 
that differences are settled in a proper 
way," he sa id . 

A s k e d w h a t m a y h a v e c a u s e d 
racial polar isat ion in the country and 
if it will g row to b e c o m e a "painful 
thorn on the s ide" in later years, he 
s a i d : "It i s p a r t l y d u e to p o l i t i c a l 
reasons. 

"Because certain part ies play up 
Islamic issues there will be a tendency 
for other part ies to a t t e m p t to a l so 
m a k e use of religion to seek 'rel igious 
just i f ication' by t h e m s e l v e s . 

" In the process they might b e c o m e 
m o r e e x t r e m e a n d this w i l l lead to 
the kind o f p r o b l e m s w e s e e a m o n g 
the people today," he s a i d . 

''Out-terrorising' strategy pointless: Mahathir 


