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PENANG: The fate of the 
Hote l 1926 b u i l d i n g on 
B u r m a h R o a d wil l be dec ided 
w i t h i n the next two w e e k s . 

T h e property owner , 
Penang Deve lopment 
C o r p o r a t i o n ( P D C ) , w h i c h 
has taken back posses s ion of 
the property , is a n x i o u s to put 
it to good use. 

PDC ac t ing genera l 
m a n a g e r Da tuk R o s l i Jaafar, 
w h o vis i ted t he property on 
M o n d a y , sa id it is l o o k i n g at 
severa l .options on wha t to do 
w i t h the her i tage b u i l d i n g . 

"We defini te ly have to do 
this fast a n d I will need to go 
to o u r b o a r d of di rectors to 
see wha t is the best for this 
property," he sa id , w h i l e 
d e c l i n i n g to give any details 
of the p lans . 

R o s l i s a id he w i l l be meet 
the board within the nex t two 
weeks to dec ide on future 
plans for the property. 

P D C rega ined possess ion 

of the b u i l d i n g after 
ho te l m a n a g e m e n t , 
K o m p a s M u t i a r a S d n 
B h d , was served with a 
w r i t o f possession on 
Sept 14. 

The hotel had 
ceased operat ions last 
year after K o m p a s 
M u t i a r a was served 
with a writ of se izure 
and sale in Ju l y last 
year . 

P D C had f i led a sui t 
against K o m p a s M u t i a r a 
to recover rental , 
c o m m i s s i o n and interests 
o w i n g to them. 

On Mayo 31 last year, a 
H i g h Cour t ordered K o m p a s 
Mutiara to pay PDC arrears 

on rental, and commission 
i n c l u d i n g interest a m o u n t i n g 
to RM1,734,164. 

T h e hotel m a n a g e m e n t 
w a s a lso o rde red to vacate 
the p remises as its lease on 
the b u d d i n g ended on J u l y 
51, 2004. 

H o w e v e r , K o m p a s M u t i a r a 
obta ined a stay of execut ion 

on the vacant possess ion on 
J u l y 12 last year p e n d i n g its 
a p p l i c a t i o n to set aside the 
judgement . 

This app l i ca t ion was 
d i s m i s s e d w i t h costs by the 
H i g h C o u r t in July this year. 

The hotel management 
h a d f i l ed an appea l against 
this dec i s ion but was not 

a granted a stay of execut ion. 
Last month, the hotel 

m a n a g e m e n t w a s g iven two 

weeks to de l ive r vacan t 
possess ion of the p roper ty to 
PDC. It is learnt that the hotel 
m a n a g e m e n t s t i l l o w e d P D C 
over R M 1 . 6 5 m i l . 

The double-s torey her i t age 
b u i l d i n g o n B u r m a h R o a d 
w a s bu i l t as the res idence of 
c o l o n i a l officers in 1926. 

I t was tu rned into l i v i n g 
quarters for civil servants 
but w a s later lef t unoccupied 
for several years. 


