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P U T R A J A Y A : T h e C u s t o m s D e p a r t m e n t h a s 
f i na l i s ed invest igat ion in to the c l o n i n g o f 20 
A p p r o v e d Permi ts (APs) by a c o m p a n y o w n e d by 
Senator D a t u k M u h a m m a d A b d u l G h a n i a n d h i s 
son . 

They h o l d the posts o f execut ive c h a i r m a n a n d 
m a n a g i n g director , respectively. 

The cus toms ' l ega l d epa r tmen t is p e r u s i n g the 
invest igat ion papers and those invo l v ed w i l l be 
charged soon. 

M u h a m m a d o w n s 4 4 % shares i n the company . 
He also o w n s f our o ther c o m p a n i e s w h i c h are also 
invo l ved in the car bus iness . H i s c ompany rece i ves 
about 500 A P s a year . 

" The r e is no p r ob l em ... n o t h i n g to h ide . T h e case 
i s n o w in the hands o f the lega l department and 
act ion w i l l be t aken soon , " sa id customs preventive 
d irector A d n a n Ar i f f in at h i s office here yesterday. 

H e h a d ear l i e r me t M u h a m m a d , w h o w a s 
s eek ing c la r i f i ca t ion o f h i s i nvo l v ement in the case. 

A d n a n , w h o dec l i n ed t o d i scuss M u h a m m a d ' s 
case, said invest igat ions on ano ther two c o m p a n i e s 
are on-go ing . 

On M o n d a y , M u h a m m a d , the v i c e - ch i e f o f 
U m n o K u b a n g K e r i a n d i v i s i on , to ld the press h e 
w a s the pe rson imp l i ca t ed in n e ws reports on a 
s c a m by a c o m p a n y u s i n g c l oned APs to i m p o r t 
cars i l legal ly . 

T h e press reports h a d no t m e n t i o n e d names . 
M u h a m m a d had denied he was invo lved in the 

c l o n i n g or that he h a d co l l abora ted w i t h h i s son , 
c l a i m i n g he had delegated the r u n n i n g o f h i s 
c o m p a n y to h i s s on for s i x years now. 

C u s t o m s d i rec tor -genera l D a t u k Abdu l R a h m a n 
A b d u l H a m i d h a d sa id on F r i day three c ompan i e s , 
a l l based i n K l a n g Val ley, w o u l d b e cha rg ed u n d e r 
the C u s t o m s Act w i th lax-re la ted offences i n v o l v i n g 
m i l l i o n s o f r i n gg i t . 

M u h a m m a d t o l d repor ters h e v is i ted the 
cus toms t o f i n d out whether he w a s invo l ved o r no t 
and to get a c l eare r p i c ture of the s i tuat ion. 

He sa id he w a s no t s u m m o n e d ta give a 
statement but admit ted that Federa l Terr i tory 
cus toms w a s invest igat ing h i s c o m p a n y for 
suspected i n vo l v emen t i n A P c l o n i n g . 

He said after h is o w n invest igat ion into the 
matter , he h a d inst ructed that a l l the cars impor t ed 
by h i s c ompany u s i n g c l oned APs to be p r oduced . 

"1 persona l l y spoke to cus toms to take b a c k the 
cars , " he sa id . 

He sa id i f h i s workers o r son were invo lved in the 
scam, it was up to the authori t ies to lake legal 
act ion. 

M u h a m m a d said he had delegated the r u n n i n g 
o f h i s c o m p a n y t o h i s s on M u h d Z u l a i m i , 39, s ix 
years ago a n d he w a s no t aware o f w h a t w a s 
happen ing in the comnany unt i l he conducted h i s 


