
on Sept 15, L e e h a d sa id 
t h a t M a l a y s i a a n d Indones ia 
"have problems wi th the 
Chinese. They are 
success fu l , they are 
hardworking and, therefore, 
they a re be ing sys t emat i ca l l y 
ma rg ina l i s ed " . 

He also said the two 
countr ies "want S ingapore , to 
put it simply, to be like their 

Chinese - compliant''. 
Syed Hamid also 

c o n f i r m e d tha t S ingapore ' s 
H igh C o m m i s s i o n e r to 
M a l a y s i a A s h o k M u k a r 
M i r p u r i m e t Fo re i gn 
M i n i s t r y sec re ta ry -genera l 
Da tuk Rastam Isa yesterday. 

"We ca l l ed ( h im ) , we 
w a n t t o k n o w exact ly the 
nature of the statement (is). 
We have g iven o u r v iews a n d 
h o w we fee l about i t . So we 
wa i t for h i s r esponse . 
Subsequent l y , w e w i l l dec ide 
w hat act ion is to be t a k e n , " 
he sa id . 

P r i m e M i n i s t e r D a t u k Ser i 
A b d u l l a h Ahmad Badawi has 
sent a letter to the S ingapore 
government s e ek ing an 

exp lanat ion over Lee's r e m a r k s 
w h i c h , he said, c ou ld cause 
rac i a l tension. - B e r n a m a 

KUALA LUMPUR: 
Singapore , as a good 
ne i ghbour , s h o u l d apolog ise 
to M a l a y s i a for the recent 
r e m a r k s by its M i n i s t e r 
Mentor Lee Kuan Vew that 
t h e Ch ines e c o m m u n i t y i n 
M a l a y s i a is be ing 
m a r g i n a l i s e d . 

Fore i gn M i n i s t e r Datuk 
Se r i Syed H a m i d A lba r sa id 

yesterday Malaysia deserved 
an apology from S ingapore 
f o r t h e r e m a r k s , w h i c h 

caused conce rn a m o n g 
M a l a y s i a n leaders. 

"They shou ld (apologise) 
for the sake of the two 

supposed ly good n e i g b o u r i n g 
count r i e s , they shou ld do 
that, ' ' he told reporters after a 

meeting of the Umno 
S u p r e m e C o u n c i l here . 

" Tha t statement went 
beyond fair comment, 

describing something that is 
f l o r t rue in our count ry , an 
i n s t i g a t i o n . S o I t h ink w i t h a l l 

honesty, i t s h o u l d be po l i te 
for them to saythey are 
sorry.'' 
A t a f o rm in S ingapore 

Singapore should 
apologise: Syed Hamid 


