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P U T R A J A Y A : T h e government h a s 
shot d o w n the request by Cuepaes and 
the pol ice force for a sa lary r e v i s i o n . 

P r i m e M i n i s t e r D a t u k S e r i A b d u l l a h 
A h m a d said yesterday the government 
is not ready to pay h i g h e r sa lar ies n o w 
as available funds are needed for 
development . 

Responding to questions on the 
requests m a d e by Cuepacs a n d the 

police, he said ''We can't say we don't 
have the money to pay the salary...we 

can't say that, but from the point of 
a d j u s t m e n t , w e w i l l cons ider f r o m t i m e 
to time. 

'"Recently, we gave an adjustment. 
i n c l u d i n g t h e c o s t o f l i v i n g a l l o w a n c e 

(ola) which amounted to RM2.4 
bilion, including bonus.'' \ 

Abdullah said agreeing to Cuepacs' 
request would 
cost an 

addi t iona l R M 6 b i l l i o n t o the 
g o v e r n m e n t a n d this excludes p e n s i o n . 

S p e a k i n g after c h a i r i n g a three hour 
c losed-door cabinet committee meet ing 
on a p p o i n t m e n t and salary o f c i v i l 
servants, he a c k n o w l e d g e d that 
p o l i c e m e n e a r n a low basic pay, but 
sa id they get m o r e than s o m e c i v i l 
servants in cer ta in categories i f their 
a l lowances are taken into account . 

" W h a t is impor tant is their take-
h o m e pay. To revise the salary of a l l 

civil servants is a very big exercise," he 
said. 

Abdullah, who is also f inance 
minister said that from 2000 to 2002, 

the government approved at teast the 
salary adjustments and there w a s a 
10% i n c r e m e n t across the b o a r d . 

However, he said, the policie's role 
w a s different f r o m other s e c t o r s and he 
w o u l d ask the Publ ic Services 
Department to look into i t . 

In an i m m e d i a t e response, Cuepaes 
asked the government to recons ider its 
decis ion. I t s president , N o r d i n A b d u l 
H a m i d , s a i d it is seeking between 10% 
and 4 0 % more, a n d will benefit the 
support groups w h o s e sa lary has not 
been reviewed for 16 years. 

He said be was s u r p n s e d by the 
re ject ion because, Cuepacs h a d yet to 
submit the detailed proposal. 

T h e meet ing a lso d iscussed w a y s to 
i m p l e m e n t working hours in stages 
between the federa l g o v e r n m e n t a n d 
the government states w h i c h have 
F r i d a y / S a t u r d a y w e e k e n d s . A b d u l l a h 
sa id the decis ion w a s impor tant to 
i m p r o v e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s a n d expedite 
development plans , as c o m m u n i c a t i o n 

was poor three days in a week. 
"We are suggesting certain off icers 

be placed on duty d u r i n g days off . T h e 
P S D has f i n a l i s e d t h e schedule and w i l l 
discuss with the state governments." 
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