“+- . ALL the establishment newspapers had screaming
~“headlines "Lee says sorry” as if now that he-has~
»+ apologised so the matter is atrest. - o
..+ Butdid Lee Kuan Yew really apologise? Surely.
- evena cursory teading of his letter does not show™
- that he had apologised over what he said before .
- aninternational audience of World Bank/IMF -
+ " participants in the middle of last month. =
- Infact he further strengthened his accusations -
with his ramblings over why Singapore neededa. -
strong govemment and how it was Malaysia that -
" started similar accusations against the island
republicthat Singapore Malays were. being
<o marginatised. T DT T
-~ Whathe apologised for is only to be sorry that
- his accusations had caused the Prime Minister
- Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi “a great deal of
discomfort”,.- R
=77 Is thatan apology? This is a classic case of -
when an apology is-not an apology. Thus | do nat -
understand how the newspapers.in this country.

can spinthatitwas anapology. - - . =4
~ . Another thing that could be questioned is his
- undiplomatic behavicur ofreleasing a supposedly
*privateletter in response to another private letter,
. - Pakiah neverreleased the contents of his
- letter With the explanation that since the fact.that :
~Pak Lahhad written 0 him seeking an explanation_
- had been widely publicised and that he had been.
- asked about his reply, so releasing it to the public
_isjustified? - o A L



