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K U A L A L U M P U R , S u n — 
M a l a y s i a n s n o w fee l m o r e 
comfo r tab l e w i t h e a c h o ther , 
e n a b l i n g them to d i s cuss 
even the m o s t sens i t ive is-
sues open ly , P r i m e M i n i s t e r 
D a t u k S e r i A b d u l l a h A h m a d 
B a d a w i s a i d . 

H e a t t r i b u t e d th i s h i g h lev-
e l o f comfor t to the v a r i o u s 
r a c e s h a v i n g r e a l i s e d the im-
p o r t a n c e o f c o n s i d e r i n g 
r a c i a l a n d r e l i g i ous fee l ings 
a n d sens i t i v i t i es . 

"We ho l onge r fee l shy o r 
a f r a i d to d i s cuss sens i t i ve is-
sues . 

"We l e a r n t o c o n t r o l (our 
feel ings) w h e n we ta lk abou t 
sens i t ive ma t t e r s . 

"Today, func-
t ions a n d r e c ep -
t ions prov ide a 
comfo r tab l e 
f ee l ing w h e r e 
we can sit at the 
s a m e tab le a n d 
eat together 
w i t h o u t c o n -
s t ra in t s in the 
p r e s e n c e o f 
f r i ends o f d i f fer-
ent r a c e s a n d 
r e l i g i o n s , ' ' h e 
s a i d af ter open-
i n g the 51st Peo-
p le ' s P r o g r e s -
sive P a r t y a n n u -
al g e n e r a l a s s e m b l y at the 
P u t r a W o r l d T r a d e Cen t r e t o -
day. 

A b d u l l a h sa id th i s c u l t u r e 
w a s no t a c h i e v e d o v e r n i g h t 
o r w i t h o u t good l e a d e r s h i p 
a n d gu idance . 

" T h i s is something that 
h a p p e n e d p r o r r e s s i v e l y . Y o u 
t h i n k th ings c a n h a p p e n 
o v e rn i gh t ? 

" Y o u t h i n k tha t the v a r i o u s 
c o m m u n i t i e s w i l l say, ' I re-
spect e v e r y t h i n g a n d let us 
t h i n k o f s o m e t h i n g n e w ? ' 

"It i s n o t easy. E v e n today, 
y p u c a n s t i l l h e a r vo i ces h e r e 
a n d the r e t a l k i n g a n d de -
m a n d i n g a l l s o r t s o f th ings 

e v en a f ter so m a n y y e a r s o f 
i n d e p e n d e n c e . 

"Qu i t e o f ten, w r i t e r s a n d 
m a g a z i n e s a lso r a i s e m a t -
t e rs w h i c h a re no t h e l p i n g , ' ' 
he a d d e d . 

A b d u l l a h , howeve r , a c -
k n o w l e d g e d tha t some de-
m a n d s r a i s e d w e r e l eg i t i -
ma t e a sp i r a t i ons o f c e r t a i n 
c o m m u n i t i e s a n d gave an as -
s u r a n c e tha t these w o u l d b e 
a d d r e s s e d . 

" I h a v e n e v e r r u n away 
f r o m a n y t h i n g a n d n e i t h e r 
h a d T u n D r M a h a t h i r (Mo -
h a m a d ) . W e j u s t m a k e the 
best poss ib l e dec i s i ons un-
d e r the c i r c u m s t a n c e s be-
fore u s , " he a d d e d . 

A b d u l l a h , w h o i s B N c h a i r -
m a n , w a s a l so h a p p y that the 
c o m f o r t level a m o n g the 14 
B N c o m p o n e n t p a r t i e s h a d 

r e a c h e d a de-
s i r e d l eve l a n d 
issues l i k e re-
l i g i o n c o u l d b e 
d i s c u s s e d 
open l y in the 
B N s u p r e m e 
Counc i l , the 
C a b i n e t a n d 
C a b i n e t c o m -
mi t t e e s w h e r e 
l e a d e r s o f t he 
v a r i o u s r a c e s 
w e r e r e p r e -
sented . 

"The c o m -
for t l e v e l has 
c e r t a i n l y r i s e n 

h i g h e r t h a n be fore . T h e r e i s 
m u t u a l t r u s t , b e t t e r u n d e r -
s t a n d i n g o f p r o b l e m s a n d a 
co l l ec t ive r e spons ib i l i t y to 
s t r i ve f o r UN 's s t rugg l e . 

" P r e v i ous l y , w h e n c e r t a i n 
m a t t e r s s u c h as r e l i g i o u s is-
sues c r o p p e d up, we w o u l d 
e i ther leave i t to c e r t a i n 
g r o u p s r e p r e s e n t i n g r e l i g i o n 
(to a d d r e s s them) or we 
d i d n ' t t a l k a t a l l . 

"We w o u l d j u s t l eave t h e 
m a t t e r t o the p a r t y c h a i r m a n 
o r the P r i m e M i n i s t e r b u t 
n o w the r e ' s n o p r o b l e m ; 
e ven d u r i n g D r M a h a t h i r ' s 
t i m e , I s a w the c o m f o r t l e ve l 
r i s i n g . 

'' I have never 
run away 

from anything 
and neither 
had Tun Dr 
Mahathir 
(Mohamad). 

— Abdullah 

"We do no t fee l shy or 
a f r a i d t o d i s cuss because w e 
have t a u g h t ourse l ves to 
b e a r i n m i n d tha t w e a r e 
d i s c u s s i n g a ve ry sens i t i ve 
m a t t e r b u t c a n s t i l l g ive 
v i ews w h i c h c a n b e c o n s i d -
e r ed be fore c e r t a i n dec i s i ons 
a re m a d e . 

" T h a t i s w h a t B N i s today, " 
h e r e m a r k e d . 

In h is add r e s s , A b d u l l a h , 
who is U m n o p r e s i d e n t -
e lect , s a i d B N ' s po l i c i e s w e r e 
d y n a m i c a n d effective a s the 
c oa l i t i on took the view of a l l 
p a r t i e s , i r r e spec t i v e o f t h e i r 
r ace o r r e l i g i on in to a c c o u n t 
w h e n d r a w i n g u p i t s p o l i -
c i es . 

He a l so a t t r i bu t ed B N ' s re-
s o u n d i n g v i c t o r y in the l a s t 
g e n e r a l e l e c t i o n t o B N m e m -
b e r s no t b i c k e r i n g over p o l i -
c ies i n t r o d u c e d b y the c o u n -
t ry ' s l eade rs . 

O n the sea t d i s t r i b u t i o n 
a m o n g c o m p o n e n t pa r t i e s i n 
the g e n e r a l e l e c t i on , A b d u l -
l a h s a i d i t w a s no t an easy 
exerc i se for h i m but he had 
t r i e d h i s host to sat is fy a l l the 
c o m p o n e n t p a r t i e s . 

POETRY IN MOTION : Abdu l l ah , w i t h Kadir (r ight ) a n d L im (second from r ight ) , g ree t ing the 
c r owd at the poem recital . 


