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KUALA KRAI: The people of Ke-
lantan will enjoy development re-
gardless of whether the State is
ruled by Pas or Barisan Nasional.

This is because projects under
the Ninth Malaysia Plan to trans-
form the rural areas, in the east
coast States were meant to benefit
the people irrespective oftheir po-
litical beliefs, Prime Minister Da-
tuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Bada-
wi

He gave this assurance as he
kicked offhis State-wide visit with
the opening of the RM35 million
Dabong bridge here yesterday.

He said some people had ques-

said.
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huge chunk of the 9MP to develop
Kelantan as partof the Eastern

Development Coridor.

Their reason is that Kelantan

is Pas-controlled,” Abdullah ex-
plained,implyingthattheOpposi-
tion party would take advantage
of am development taking place
in Kelantan for political mileage.

"But I told these people that we
must regard the rakyat of Kelan-
tan asrakyatfirst.

"If they are poor, we must help

them and if Umno has to do it,
then Umno has to do it.
I have announced the facilities

and infrastructure projects (for
Kelantan) and I have told the min-
isters to implement them speedily
and efficiently," he said.

At a meeting with Umno mem-

bers in Melor here last night, Ab-

dullahsaidhewasconfidentwith

the leadership ofKelantanUmno.

Abdullah reaching out to the, crowd that turned up at the Sultan Ismail Petra airport yesterday to welcome
him to Kelantan. - NST picture by Haris Ibrahim

"Although
leaders asked me to become the
chief, I think the current leader-
ship is more than capable oflead -
ingthepartyinthestate, ' hesaid,

He added that the co-operation
between Umno leaders and cor-
porateleaderswouldensunKe-
lantan would benefit from Federal
development projects.

Earlier,Abdullah said the pro-
jects for Kelantan would include

Kelantan Umno

roads to connect remote district,
utilities such as electricity and
water, as well as health and edu-
cationalfacilities

One such project to benefit the
people is the 310-metre Dabong
bridge that spans Sungai Galas

It is expected to cut travel time
between Jeli and the Northeast-
ern Highway to Kuala-Lumpur by
two-and-a-half hours.

It will also allow farmers to

transport,their products from the
remote district to market in and
out ofthe State more quickly
In the past, lightvehiclesto Da-
bong and Jeli were loaded onto
riverbargestocrossSungaiGa-
las. Lorries were forced ta take
the long route via Kuala Krai.
The bridge project started five
years ago But construction stalled
and was only completed in Febru-
ary.



