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K U A L A K R A I : The people o f Ke-
l a n t a n w i l l enjoy development re-
gardless of whether the State is 
r u l e d by Pas or Bar i san Nas iona l . 

Th i s is because projects under 
the Ninth Malays ia P lan to trans-
form the r u r a l areas, in the east 
coast States were mean t to benefit 
the people irrespective of their po-
l it ical beliefs, Pr ime Min is ter Da-
tuk Ser i Abdullah Ahmad Bada -
w i s a i d . 

He gave this assurance as he 
k i c k e d off his State-wide visit w i t h 
the open ing of the RM35 mi l l ion 
Dabong br idge here yesterday. 

He sa id some people h a d q u e s -
t ioned his decis ion to al locate a 

huge chunk of the 9 M P to develop 
Kelantan as partof the Eastern 

Development Coridor. 
Their reason is that Kelantan 

is Pas-control led, " A b d u l l a h ex-
p la ined , imply ing that the Opposi-
t i on party wou ld take advantage 
o f am development tak ing place 
in Ke l an tan for polit ical mileage. 

" B u t I told these people that we 
mus t r egard the rakyat o f K e l a n -
tan as rakyat first. 

"If they are poor, we must help 
them and if Umno has to do it, 
then Umno has to do it. 
I have announced the facilities 

and infrastructure projects (for 
Ke lantan) and I have told the min-
isters to implement them speedily 
and e f f i c i ent ly , ' ' he said. 

At a meet ing w i t h Umno m e m -
bers i n Me l o r here last night, A b -

dul lah sa id he was confident w i t h 
the l eadersh ip of Ke l an tan Umno . 

"A l though Ke lantan Umno 
leaders asked me to become the 
chief , I think the current l e a d e r -
sh ip i s mo r e than capable o f l e a d -

ing the party in the state, ' ' he said, 
He added that the co-operat ion 

between Umno leaders and cor -
porate leaders wou ld e n s u n Ke-
lantan would benefit f rom Federa l 
development projects. 

Ea r l i e r , A b d u l l a h sa id the p ro -
jects for Ke l an tan wou ld inc lude 

roads to connect remote d i s t r i c t , 
uti l it ies such as electricity a n d 
water , as wel l as hea l th a n d edu-
cat ional facil it ies 

One such project to benefit the 
people is the 310-metre Dabong 
br idge that spans Sunga i Ga las 

It is expected to cut travel time 
between Je l i a n d the Nor theast -
ern Highway to K u a l a - L u m p u r by 
two-and-a-ha l f hours . 

It w i l l also a l low f a rmers to 

t ranspor t , their products from the 
remote distr ict to m a r k e t in and 
out of the State more quickly . 

In the past, l ight vehicles to Da-
bong a n d Je l i were loaded onto 

river barges to cross Sunga i Ga-
l as . Lorr ies were forced ta take 
the long route v ia K u a l a Kra i . 

The br idge project started five 
years ago But construct ion stal led 
and was only completed in F eb ru -
ary. 

Abdu l l ah reaching out to the, c r o w d that turned up at the Sultan Ismail Petra a irport yesterday to we l come 
h im to Kelantan. - NST picture by Haris Ibrahim 


