The personal sacrifices of Tunku

* By Audrey Dermawan

audreymd@nst.com.my

GEORGE TOWN: They are in-
separable: Merdeka and the
Tunku.

The image of Tunku Abdul
Rahman Putra al-Haj raising
his hand as he proclaimed
"Merdeka" defines Aug 31,
1957 for every Malaysian.

The Tunku, as he has come
to be lovingly known, was a gi-
ant. Together with his Alliance
Party leaders, he was at the
forefront of the fight for inde-
pendence from British rule.

Many do not know the per-
sonal sacrifices the Tunku
made to win independence.
Datuk Seri Mohd YussofLatiff
is one ofthose withtheknowl-
edge.

His sacrifices to the nation
and the party are beyond
words. I canstill remember
the lime he sold his row of
houses onJalan Argyllhere —
one by one — to finance the
party.

"That is Tunku for you. He
put the nation, the people and
Umno above himself and his
comfort," revealed Yussof.

Yussof is one of those who
helped the Tunku in the strug-
gle. Yussofcontinues to playan
active role in Penang's social
and cultural life today. He also
heads the Penang Malays As-
sociation.

Every year as Merdeka ap-
proaches, he is invited by
schools and organisations to
share his knowledge of the
Tunku and the fight for inde-
pendence.

Yussof, 76, cannot forget the
year he turned 21, for that Was
the year he became acquaint-
ed with the Tunku. It changed
his life forever as hejoined the
Tunku in the struggle for inde-
pendence.

As Penang Umno Youth sec-
retary, Yussof spent much
time with the Tunku, sharing
ideas and getting to know the
future prime minister inti-
mately.

"Tunku was a staunch be-
liever in the need for unity

Yussof treasures his memories of the Tunku. — NST picture by Kamil Rahim

among the races. He always
stressed that the races should
respect each other and co-op-
erate. This conviction con-
tributed to, the various races
coming together in amity and
working as one to win inde-

pendence.

"In fact, until his last days,
Tunku held steadfast to tins
conviction, this belief."

Yussof said the Tunku's
views on power-sharing and
his liberal views on other mat-

ters often landed him in "hot
water", even among Umno
members.

"Tunku used to tell us, ifuni-
ty does not prevail, chaos and
havoc would reign. He told us
that Umno alone would not be
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able to ensure an independent
Malaya. That was why he invit-
ed the MCA and the MIC to
form the Alliance (the forerun-
ner ofthe Barisan Nastonal).

"Not only did we win hand-
somely in the 1955 general
election, Malaya gained inde-
pendence just two years later.
No one could have done it bet-
ter and faster," Yussof added,
beaming with pride and re-
spect for the Tunku.

On the walls of his office
hang photographs ofhimwith
all five prime ministers and
other prominent figures.

"That is Tunku's picture a
few minutes before the
Merdeka proclamation on Aug

31, 1957," he said, pointing to
a beautifully-framed photo-
graph at the entrance to the
office.

Recollecting his meetings
and talks with the Tunku, Yus-
sof'said: "Those were the days
...Tunku and I shared many
experiences."

However, on that most
memorable day of 1957, he
was not with the Tunku at
Merdeka Stadium.

"There was also a celebra-
tion at the Esplanade in
Penang and I was actively in-
volved in that. But I was With

him in mind and heart"

Yussof said that as part of
the Merdekaproclamation, all
States in the Federation held
their own celebrations.

Recalling the period when
he was state Umno Youth sec-
retary from 1952 to 1962, Yus-
sof'said the Tunku frequented
Penang and Penang residents
saw him not only as a leader
but also a father figure.

Yussof said the Tunku's
"most priceless gift" was the
formation of the Alliance,
what he termed a football-
loam formula.

At that time, the Tunku was
president of both the Eootball
Association ofMalaya and the
Football Association ofSelan-
gor.

"Tunku once said a football
team comprised various peo-
ple working together to score
goals and it was no different
for a country. So he felt that
the various communities in
the country had to work to-
gether — like a football team
—toachieveindependence,"

On his last meeting withthe
Tunku, Yussofsaid: Iwenttoa
private hospital here to visit
Tunku. I told him I was leaving
for Taiwan for a week. Despite
all the machines and tubes
fixed to him. Tunku, told me he
would be flying to Sarawak to
open the Warriors' Mau-
soleum.

"He added that ifhe were to
die, let it be said that he died
fighting. Those were his last
words to me."



