
And when the British repre-
sentative presented the Decle-

ration of Independence to the 
Turki the s tad ium was s i lent 
but w h e n Tunku r e a d a loud 
the dec larat ion, every sen-
tence was punctuated by cr ies 
o f " M e r d e k a " . 

"I cr ied shamelessly that 
morn ing . S tand ing tai l w i t h 
my fel low count rymen , hot 
tears poured d o w n my cheeks 
as I r a i s ed my fist to cry out 
that one sweet word — Merde-
k a — aga in a n d aga in. " 

• By Tan Choe Choe 
news@nst.com.my 

M A L A C C A : The clock struck 
midnight and the c rowd fell 
silent as the Un ion Jack was 
lowered. Then thunderous ap-

plause broke out as the Federa -
tion of Ma laya flag was raised. 

Da tuk W i r a B o r h a n Y a m a n 
c a n st i l l r e m e m b e r w i t h 
start l ing c lar i ty this scene at 
the Selangor C lub field (now 
Dataran Merdeka) on A u g 31 , 
49 years ago. 

"It was a symbol ic gesture, 
but one that echoes strongly in 
my m i n d to this day. I t symbol -
ised that we h a d f inal ly be-
come masters o f our . own 
country, Because we were 
un i t ed — Ma lays , Chinese, In-
dians a n d others — we were 
' freed', ' ' sa id B o r h a n , now 77, 
at his home in K l e b a n g Besar 
here yesterday. 

On that h i s to r i c night, 
B o r h a n was one of 12 Umno 
Youth state representat ives 
s tanding to attention before 
the f lag pole at the Se langor 
C lub field w i t h the nat ion's 
founding father T u n k u A b d u l 
R a h m a n . A l -Ha j , Tun A b d u l 
R a z a k Husse in , Umno M a l a y a 
Youth chie f Tun Sardon J u b i r 
and K a u m Ibu M a l a y a chie f 
Tun Fat imah H a s h i m . 

He sa id the sense of ant ic i -
pat ion among the people who 
h a d gathered at the f ie ld as 
early as 6 p m was almost p a l -
pable. 

" I w a s in my white U m n o 
shir t and whi te pants, c o m -
plete w i t h a b lack lengkolok on 
my head. The heat was stif l ing 
and the c r owd was gett ing a 
little restless, but when the 
clock s t ruck midn ight and the 
ceremony began, everyone 
quietened down. " 

W h e n the Un i on . Jack was 
lowered, the field was si lent, 
but when the Federat ion of 
M a l a y a flag was ra ised by two 
Umno Youth representatives 

— H a m z a h A l a n g a n d C ikgu 
A b d u l Wahab Idris a n d a 
K a u m Ibu w o m a n , w h o m 
Borhan only r e m e m b e r e d as 
Amna ,— the c rowd went wi ld 
as the f ield echoed wi th their 
deafening cheers. 

"The f lag bearers are a l l 
dead now, but whenever I look 
back on that night. I can sti l l 
r emember , the earnest looks 
on their faces, the p r ide and 
the joy, wh i ch I am sure was 
also ref lected on my own 
sweaty face," sa id B o r h a n with 
a smi le as he recal led the 
poignant moment . 

There was no ra l ly ing speech 
after the simple f lag-hoisting 
ceremony but the c rowd only 
started to leave about 2am. 

"Many , i nc lud ing my wi fe 
and I, stayed on to a d m i r e the 
beaut i ful M a l a y a n f lag — the 
flag that told us that We were' 
now people of a free country , " 
Borhan 'sa id . 

Gaz ing at the f lag as he rest-
ed on the grassy f i e ld , B o r h a n 
said that what T u n k u h a d told 
Umno members before he 
went to L o n d o n to negotiate 
for Ma laya ' s independence 
kept playing in his m i n d . 

"He sa id , a n d I quote: ' I w i l l 
f ight to gain independence for 
M a l a y a in my o w n way. I f my 
grandfather the Su l tan of 
K e d a h sur r ende red his State 
to F r a n c i s l i g h t w i th , jus t a 
pen. I w i l l try to get back o u r 
independence by us ing the tip 
o f a p en also.' A n d he d i d jus t 
that." 

However, B o r h a n sa id , the 
elation that night was s l ight ly 
dampened by the presence of 
gr im- faced soldiers pat ro l l ing 
the Selangor C lub area be-
cause the state of emergency 
dec lared in 1948 h a d not been 
lifted then. 

" A n d since the f lag-hoist ing 
ceremony was late al night, 
many people da r ed not ven-
ture out of the i r home to wi t -
ness the event for fear of c o m -

munis t attacks." 
Bo rhan said he had trav-

el led to K u a l a L u m p u r f r om 
his hometown in M a l a c c a on 
the afternoon of A u g 30. 

"We were poor people a n d 
not. many in our vi l lage owned 
a car. So I used up nearly a l l 
my savings to rent a tax i for 
Ma lacca Umno t reasurer 
Joha r A b d u l A z i z i , my w i f e and 
I to get to Kua la Lumpur,' ' said 
B o r h a n , who was then a 
teacher. 

They had no place to stay 
and after the c rowd d ispersed 
that night, Borhan ' s group 
met a m a n w h o offered them 
his "hut of a h o m e " in Cheras , 
for the night. 

" I st i l l r emembe r h im say-

ing: Come and don't wo r r y 
about paying me. Why?' Well... 
because it's M e r d e k a , my 
fr iends. ' ' 

When the group woke about 
5am to make their way to Sta-
d i u m Merdeka where the Dec-
laration of Independence 
would be held, it was r a in ing 
cats and dogs. 

The rain let up around 
7 a m . But there was st i l l a s l ight 
dr izz le as we made our way in-
to the s tad ium and after we 
found a place to s tand, I looked 
around and saw that the place 
was a sea of umbrellas.'' 

Bo rhan sa id the r a in was 
l ike a blessing because " i t felt 
l ike even the sky was weep ing 
wi th joy for us " . 

Borhan recounting the scene at the raising of the Malayan flag 

MERDEKA. The very word 
evokes emotion. How did 
those who took part in 
the epochal gatherings at 
the Selangor Club 
padang and Merdeka 
Stadium on Aug 31, 1957 
feel? What memories do 
they have of the nation's 
founding fathers? 

If you had participated 
in the Merdeka 
celebrations or know of 
someone who d id , please 
drop us a line. 

If you have any Merdeka 
memorabilia, we would 
like to k?iow too. We may 
want to interview you. 

Please contact m at 
03-22821970 or send an 
email to news@nst.com.my 

'Even the sky wept with joy' 


