
The m a i n colours o f r e d , whi te and 
blue represented the pa r tne rsh ip be-
tween the federat ion o f M a l a y a a n d 
the Un i t ed K i n g d o m as we l l as the 
Commonwea l th o f Nat ions . 

When M a l a y a attained indepen-
dence on A u g 3 1 , 1957, the f lag was 
adopted as the nat ional flag and when 
Malays ia came into be ing on Sept 16, 
1963, the f lag became the M a l a y s i a n 
flag w i th two changes — the eleven 
stripes and points of the star were in-
creased lo 14, t ak ing into account 
Sabah, Sarawak a n d Singapore. 

Safar suggested m a t M o h a m a d 
H a m z a h be h o n o u r e d for h is contr i -
but ion. 

• By Sonia Ramachandran 
sonia@nst.com.my 

BANGI: Everyone, knows the nat iona l 
f lag was hoisted at the Selangor C lub 
field just after m idn i gh t on A u g 31 , 
1957. 

B u t not m a n y k n o w that the f lag 
first appeared in 1950, seven years 
earl ier. 

Designed by Pub l i c Works Depar t -
ment staff M o h a m a d H a m z a h , the 
f lag was hpistedi for the f irst t ime at 
the Istana Se langor grounds on M a y 
26 ,1950 . 

interestingly, the des ign for the f lag 
was selected by Ma layans through a 
publ ic po l l . 

In fact, it was one of the first polls 
ever unde r t aken by the Government . 

W h e n the Federat ion, o f M a l a y a 
was formed in favour o f the M a l a y a n 
Union on Feb 1, 1948, it l acked its 
own f lag a n d coat of a rms . 

The then Government he ld a na-
t ionwide contest, and 373 designs for 
the na t i ona l f l ag were submitted. 

The judg ing committee o f the Fed -
era l Legislative Counc i l short l is ted 
three, acco rd ing to Univers i t i Ke-
bangsaan Ma lays i a School o f Med i a 
a n d Commun i ca t i on Studies lecturer 
P ro f D r M o h d Safar H a s i m . 

Safar's fasc inat ion w i t h the nat ion-
al f lag was so great that w h e n he was 
in t o n d o n to do some research two 
months ago, he v is i ted the B r i t i sh Na-
tional Arch ives in Kew, London, to 
f ind out more about the f lag. 

He sa id the f irst des ign showed a 
circle o f 11 whi te s ta r s (representing 
the nine states a n d two settlements 
then) on a blue background . In the 
middle of the c i rc le Were two crossed 
red keris. 

The second design consisted of a 
concentr ic c irc le of 11 stars a r ound 
crossed keris on a b lue f ield. 

The third des ign h a d 11 alternate 
blue and whi te str ipes and, a yel low 
crescent and u five-pointed star on a 
red background in the top le f t hand 
co rne r . 

The Federa l Legislative Counc i l 
then put the designs to a vote by pub -
l ishing them in the only Eng l i sh paper 
pr in ted local ly at that t ime — The 
Malay Mail. (The S t ra i ts T imes was 
then pub l i shed in Singapore.) 

The th i rd des ign was the choice of 
the people. 

"That was one of the first polls ask-
i ng the people's op in ion on some-
th ing the Government was embark-
ing on, " sa id Safar. 

The Federa l Legislative Counc i l 
then took an in f o rma l vote on the 
three short l isted designs wi th the 
f irst des ign gett ing 21 votes a n d the 
th i rd . 47 votes. The second design d i d ' 
not get any vote. 

" P u t by (he time the informal vole 
was taken, there were a l ready 
changes being made to the third de-
s ign, f a k i n g into account the people 's 
recommendat ions . 

" The b lue stripes were, now r e d 
a n d the star and crescent, white. The 
points of the star were also increased 
to 11 , and the crescent, w h i c h was 
or ig ina l ly off-centre, was repos i -
t ioned to its c u r r e n t posit ion, t h e 
backg round for the star and crescent 
was also now in blue, 

"The star 's points were increased 
because we were f i ght ing the Com-
munists al that t ime and the Chinese 
Commun is t flag had five points." 

The two designs were then pre-
sented to the Conference of Rulers on 
Feb 23, 1950. 

T h e then H igh Commiss ioner o f the 
Federat ion, S i r H e n r y Gurney, sub-
mitted an exp lanat ion for the t h i r d 
design to the Rulers . 

D u r i n g the meet ing, the Su l tan o f 
K e d a h , T u a n k u B a d l i S h a h ibn i 
a l - M a r h u m Sul tan A b d u l Hamid H a l -
im S h a h , sa id a l l the colours repre-
sent ing f r i endsh ip w i th B r i t a i n and 
the Commonwea l th Were present ex-
cept for yellow, the accepted roya l 
co lour . 

H is sent iment was echoed by the 
Yang d i -Pe r tuan Besar o f N e g r i Sem-
b i l an . T u a n k u A b d u l R a h m a n ibni 
A l - M a r h u m T u a n k u M u h a m m a d 
(who went on to become the, f i rst 
Yang d i -Per tuan Agong l a n d the Su l -
t a n o f Pahang T u a n k u A b u B a k a r R i -
ayatuddin a l - M u a d z a m Shah ibni 
a l - M a r h u m Sultan Abdu l l ah . 

The Su l tan o f Ke l an tan , T u a n k u 
I b r ah im i bn i a l -Marhum Sultan 
M u h a m m a d , the Sultan o f Selangor, 
T u a n k u H i samudd in A l a i n S h a h ibn i , 
a l - M a r h u m Sultan A laedd in Su-
l a i m a n S h a h a n d the Sul tan o f Perak, 
T u a n k u Yusuf I zzuddin S h a h ibni 
a l - M a r h u m Sul tan A b d u l J a l i l Nas -
r u d d i n M u h t a r a m Shah , however, 
p re f e r red the star a n d crescent to be 
in wh i t e but d id not object to the 
change to yellow. 

On A p r i l 19, 1950 the f lag Was ap-
proved and sent to K i n g George VI , 
w h o gave h is consent on M a y 19 , 
1950. 

A letter from the Federat ion of 
M a l a y a Publ ic Relat ions Depa r tmen t 
act ing deputy director Yaacob Lat i f f 
lo the London , Fore ign Office dated 
June 7, 1950, sa id the f lag w a s hoist-
ed for the first time at the Is tana Se-
langor grounds on M a y 26, 1950. 

Together w i t h the letter, three pa-
per copies o f the flag were sent to the 
Fore i gn Office exp la in ing that the 11 
r ed and white stripes and points o f 
the star symbol ised the uni ty of the 
nine states a n d two settlements. 

The ye l low star and crescent, i t 
sa id , was the royal co lour represent-
i n g the Sultanate Monarch i e s o f the 
Ma l a y States. 

The Federation Government inviting the 
public to vote for their choice of flag in a 
November, 1949, issue of The Malay Mail. 

M E R D E K A . T h e v e r y word 
evokes e m o t i o n . How did 
t h o s e w h o t o o k p a r t i n 
t he e p o c h a l g a t h e r i n g s a t 
t h e S e l a n g o r Club 
p a d a n g a n d M e r d e k a 
S t a d i u m o n A u g 3 1 , 1 9 5 7 
fee l ? W h a t m e m o r i e s d o 
they h a v e of t h e na t ion ' s 
f o u n d i n g f a the r s ? 

If you h a d p a r t i c i p a t e d 
i n t h e M e r d e k a 
c e l e b r a t i o n s o r k n o w o f 
s o m e o n e w h o d i d , p l e a se 
d r o p us a l i n e . 

I f y o u have a n y M e r d e k a 
m e m o r a b i l i a , w e w o u l d 
l ike to k n o w t o o . We may 
w a n t t o i n t e r v i e w y o u . 

Please c o n t a c t us at 
03-22821970 o r s e n d an 
e m a i l t o n e w s @ n s t . c o m . m y 

Safar feels the person who created 
the flag should be honoured 

A photo in the May 27,1950, issue 
of The Malay Mail showing the 
hoisting of the Federation Flag for 
the first time the day before 
Merdeka by Gurney at Istana 
Selangor. — NST picture by L. 
Manimaran 

National flag chosen by people in 
one of country's first public polls 


