
Mahathir placed Malaysia 
on world map: Anura 

Dr. Mahath i r made one of his 
most passionate pleas, against the 
invas ion o£ I raq , who had no 
weapons of mass destruction or 
connect ions w i t h the Taleban, 
w h i c h has been proved time and 
time again. Thousands have died 
and dying on a supposit ion of a 
super power and Dr. Mahath i r has 
been proved right, though his voice 
was lost in a babble of wa r mon-
gering; by those who were more 
hungry for Iraq's o i l than human 
rights violations. 

No introduct ion o f Dr. Mahath i r 
w i l l be complete without a refer-
ence to the Islamic World and his 
Leadership role. The finest man i -
festation of Dr. Mahath i r ' s role as a 
un ique M u s l i m leader, was the 
speech he made at the opening of 
the 10th session of the Is lamic 
Summi t Conference on October 16 
2003, w h i c h received a standing 
ovation f rom the 57 Is lamic states 
at the OIC Sumit . 

Dr. Mahath i r ' s speech was strong 
and controversial but most of it was 
about the need for reform and 
progress in the Mus l im wor ld . He 
talked against retaliatory acts of 
terror ism and violence. He stated 
Pausing and th inking calmly is not 
a waste of time, We have a need to 
make a strategic retreat and to 
ca lmly assess our situation. It is 
w inn ing the struggle that is impor -
tant, not angry reta l iat ion, not 
revenge. It was the words of a true 
Statesman. 

If 10 years f r om now, Dr, 
Mahath i r ' s legacies or prosperity, 
and an independent foreign pol icy 
have endured, the double-decade 
rule of the intel lectual, irascible, 
and cha rm ing l y s imple , Dr . 
Mahath i r b i n M o h a m a d may wel l 
be judged by history, to have been a 
singular success. 

Al though the future almost cer-
tainly w i l l not be k ind to Indone-
sia's Suharto and Phi l ippine 's M a r -
cos, let us hope that the evolution of 
Dr. Mahath i r ' s Malays ia w i l l con-
f i rm positive contributions of this 
truly extraordinary pol i t ical leader. 

In conclusion, let me quote f rom 
R i chard N i xon in Leaders (1984) 
and his descript ion of President 
Charles de Gaul le of France, w h i c h 
I th ink is apt for Dr. Mahathir . I 
quote: "He was a stubborn, wilful, 
supremely self-confident man and 
yet at the same time enormously 
selfless. He was demanding not for 
himself, but for Malaysia. He lived 
simply but dreamed grandly." 

L ike a colossus, he strode the 
nat ional and internat ional stage, 
propounding the cause of Malays ia 
and m u c h of the developing wor ld , 
w i t h pass ion, e loquence, vehe-
mence and courage and a l l that 
tempered w i t h a fierce indepen-
dence. 

You placed your nat ion on the 
wor ld map, and gave your people a 
new sense of pr ide. For that, Your 
Excellency, we fellow Asians, are 
deeply grateful. 

I w i sh you Your Excellency, a 
g iant o f m o d e r n As i an po l i t i cs 
every success and happiness in 
your ret irement and a wonderful 
stay in S r i L a n k a " . 

M a h a t h i r ' s economic po l i c ies 
focused on Mega-projects, amongst 
w h i c h was the m u c h publ ic i sed 
Mul t imed ia Super Cor r idor (MSC) . 

This heralded the advent of inter-
net into Malaysia, offering promis-
es of wider democrat ic space for 
dissenting news and information 
sources. The "Petronas Towers' , 
described as the tallest structure in 
the w o r l d , became symbol i c o f 
Malaysia 's reg ional supremacy. 

In the m i d 90s, the As ian E c o -
n o m i c cr is is h i t the Ma l a y s i an 
economy. Blast ing the adventurous 
and controvers ia l George Soros 
and other international currency 
speculators, Dr. Mahath i r soon put 
in place a series of economic 
reforms, w h i c h led to Malaysia 's 
quick recovery and revival, whi le 
the rest of the region, was yet in the 
grips of depression. 

Dr. Mahath i r ' s c rown ing achieve-
ment was, his abil ity to mainta in 
po l i t i c a l stability, th rough Ms 
enlightened leadership of the Un i t -
ed Malays Nat iona l Organizat ion 
(UMNO) , from 1981 onwards. He 
ma in ta ined an even-balance 
between the entrepreneur ia l ly 
strong Chinese minor i ty and the 
less affluent M u s l i m Ma lay major i -
ty. Whi le some may crit ic ise Dr. 
Mahathir , as an Authori tar ian, it 
was conversely his astute a n d 
strong unbending leadership, that 
has kept the fabric of Malaysia 's 
Multi-faceted society un-tattered. 

On fore ign policy, the Maha th i r 
record may be growing more posi -
tive, as the years ro l l on and Dr. 
M a h a t h i r approached the w o r l d 
stage, ful l of sound and fury, mag-
nifying. Malaysia 's smal l power sta-
tus, by giving vent to Malaysia 's 
deeply imbedded fears of be ing 
cheated or maltreated, s imply 
because of being Malay. 

Under Dr. Mahathir , the Nat i on 
of 23 m i l l i on peoples succeeded in 
cutt ing a substantial f igure. He 
championed the cause of the South 
against the N o r t h and sought 
access to markets whi le deplor ing 
any imposi t ion of outside standards 
r egard ing L a b o u r Regu la t ion , 
H u m a n Rights and the E n v i r o n -
ment. As he toured the wor ld , he 
encouraged the cause of Malays ia 
and Is lam's t rad i t i ona l values, 
whi lst laying the groundwork, fer-
vently, for a mode rn developed 
wor ld of Investment and Technolo-
gy. 

''Under Dr. Mahathir, 
the Nation of 23 mil-

lion peoples succeeded in 
cutting a substantial fig-
ure. He championed the 
cause of the South 
against the North and 
sought access to markets 
while deploring any 
imposition of outside 
standards regarding 
Labour Regulation, 
Human Rights and the 
Environment.'' 

Former Malays ian Pr ime M in i s -
ter Dr. Mahath i r M o h a m a d placed 
Malays ia on the wo r l d map and 
gave Malaysians a new sense of 
pride, sa id Industries, Investment 
Promot ion and Tourism Min is ter 
A n u r a Bandaranaike. 

"For that, Your Excellency, we fel-
l ow Asians, are deeply grateful," 
the Min is ter said at the "Beyond 
Ex is t ing Front iers" forum. 

Dr. Mahath i r M o h a m a d was the 
chief guest at the forum in C o l o m -
bo. Excerpts o f Banda rana ik e ' 
speech: "I am personally gratif ied 
that Your Excel lency has, in some 
fo rm or the other, accepted my inv i -
tat ion sent to you earl ier this year, 
to address the business community 
o f S r i Lanka , 

Your Excel lency is better known 
as the Father of 'Modern Malays ia ' , 
for the enormous role you have 
played in the development of your 
Nat ion , into a dynamic State. 

. A fan of Sher lock Holmes, as 
m u c h as I a m , Dr. M a h a t h i r 
M o h a m a d was a D o c t o r of 
Medic ine , whi le I took to History. 
He gave up medicine for a Career in 
pol it ics, mak ing a name for himsel f 
as a rad ica l w i th his book The 
Malay Dilemma, publ ished in 1970. 

He was elected Pr ime Minister in 
1981 and held the post for 23 years; 
t i l l 2004. D u r i n g his tenure as 
Pr ime Minister, Dr. Mahath i r clear-

ly emerged as one of the region's 
undisputed leaders, under whose 
v i s ionary po l ic ies , M a l a y s i a 
emerged as one of the most devel-
oped nations and modern countries 
of the South East As ian Region. 

In the book The Reflection -
Mahath i r Years edited by Bridget 
Welsh, it says 'Malays ia today is 
merely un-recognisable, in compar-
ison w i th 1981. The o ld Malays ia of 
t in -min ing , Rubber tapping and 
paddy fields, has long since given 
way to urban, industr ia l and post-
industr ia l prospects and problems. 
No one can take these achieve-
ments away f rom Ma lays ia and 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r M a h a t h i r 
M o h a m a d . There was noth ing 
phony or un-economical about the 
labour shortages, generated by the 
rap id Malays ian industr ial isat ion of 
the late 1980s and 1990s. 

Dr. Mahath i r gave leadership to 
Malaysia 's drive for attracting for-
e ign investment. He formulated 
pol ic ies and act ion plans, wh i ch , 
over the years, made Malays ia a 
hub for g loba l investment. The 
giants of industry f rom the Uni ted 
States o f Amer i ca , Europe and 
Japan, soon established their m a n -
ufacturing facilities in the various 
export process ing zones in 
Malays ia . 

Today, the most high-end presti-
gious brands in the automotive and 
electronics industries, are made in 
Malays ia and have found accep-
tance amongst the most d iscerning 
consumers of the wo r l d . 

Under Dr. Mahath i r ' s leadership, 
Malays ia emerged a major destina-
t ion for g lobal tour ism, w h i c h has a 
wonderful mix of As ian hospitality 
and western pro fess iona l i sm. A 
visit to Gentine H i l l s became a part 
o f every tour ist 's i t inerary. Dr 

w i l l realise that there is no differ-
ence. Islam is not against other re l i -
gions. We should learn to tolerate 
each other. If you pursue in the right 
path there will be no conflict 
between the majority and minority. 
However, I note in S r i Lanka, after 
the experience of tsunami al l have 
come to work together". 

Dr. Mahath i r admitted that a l l 
these teachings were known by 
every one but no one was interested 
to put it in a practical way. 

M C S L Steering Committee Presi-
dent N . M . A m e e n and M C S L mem-
ber Irdi Sula iman also spoke. 

"I don't think that I should advise 
your politicians. We have a strong 
government in Malays ia . People 
have supported the government. 
When there is a 2/3rd majority; the 
government is not thrown by any-
one. So it is important to have a 
strong government. Then only, you 
can work together, co-operate 
together as a group and administrate 
the country very wel l . If you are 
fighting w i th each other, both w i l l 
lose and al l w i l l lose," Dr. Mahathir 
said replying to a question by an 
invitee. 

Replying to a question on globali-
sation, Dr. Mahathir said: "Global i -

s a t i o n is not something new. It came 
from. Europe to the far East through 
crossing the Red Sea by traders. Bu t 
Europeans are different k i n d of 
traders. 

They never tried to monopolise the 
trade. They have a different idea on 
colonisation. What is the guarantee 
they w i l l give that we are not taking 
colonisation back?" 

"We have to be very careful on 
globalisation. It is free movement of 
capital only of the rich. Globalisation 
should have free movements of peo-
ple- why the capital?" he asked. 

by Anjana Gamage 
Unity, co-operation and working 

together w i l l assist to bu i ld a strong 
country. These qualities w i l l also 
support the minority communities to 
live with each other in peace and 
harmony, said former Ma lays ian 
Pr ime Minis ter Dr. Mahath i r 
Mohamed, the architect of 
Malaysia's economic revolution. 

Mahath i r was presented the 
Adams Peak award yesterday by the 
M u s l i m Counc i l o f S r i L a n k a 
(MCSL ) at the Co lombo P laza 
amidst a large and distinguished 
gathering. 

Asia's cricket hero and former 
cricket captain of Pakistan Imran 
K h a n and High Commissioner for 
Malaysia in S r i Lanka Nazeera Hus-
sain were among the distinguished 
guests. 

Dr. Mahathir said: "One per cent of 
S r i Lanka's Mus l im population per-
ished in the tsunami. But now this 
tragedy has led you to a lesson to live 
together and act together. A l l Mus -
l ims are brothers. Unfortunately 
most Musl ims did not regard them-
selves as brothers. Over 4000 years 
ago, in the history of Islam, we had a 
division due to different groups who 
were known and claimed to be as 
Musl ims. They were wi l l ing to kill 
each other. If we are truly brothers; 
we must not k i l l each other. Islam 
promotes non-violence. Bu t at pre-
sent, we have broken" into small 
groups that is so antagonistic. Spe-
cial ly Musl ims are now oppressed. 

If they are united, they w i l l not be 
oppressed. If you break up to so 
many groups; each one w i l l be so 
weak and inactive too. If you tried to 
attain your personal interest, one 
w i l l become inefficient. So it is 
important for minority groups to act 
'together'. If you go back to the 
Islamic fundamental teachings, you 

Mahathir: Unity, co-operation 
and working together will 
help build strong country 

PICTURE BY RENUKA ALWIS 
Mahathir receives the Adams Peak award yesterday from M C S L Steering 
Committee President N . M. Ameen. 


