
SAFETY MEASURE: Abdullah putting a helmet on Damia Husna Mohd Hassan, nine, while Muhammad Ikhwan Rosli, 
also nine, looks on in Kuala Terengganu yesterday. With them are (from left) Health Minister Datuk Dr Chua Soi Lek, 

Terengganu Mentri Besar Datuk Idris Jusoh and Chan. 

Teaching road safety to the young 
BY K. SUTHAKAR 

K U A L A TERENGGANU: For the first 
t ime, interactive CD-ROMs w i l l be dis-
t r ibuted to the 8,000-odd p r imary 
schools in the country to teach the 
young about road safety. 

Prime Min is ter Datuk Seri Abdul lah 
Ahmad BadaWi said the focus was on 
schoolchi ldren as they wou ld one day 
drive cars and motorcycles. 

"We Want to expose the young to 
road safety as many lives are lost in 
accidents, especially dur ing the balik 
kampung exodus dur ing festive peri-
ods, ' ' he sa id w h e n l aunch ing the 
national- level road safety campaign 
and W o r l d Hea l th Day ce lebrat ion 

here yesterday. 
He received the CD-ROMs f rom 

Transport Minister Datuk Seri Chan 
Kong Choy a n d presented them to 
Educat ion M in i s t r y director-general 
Datuk Abdul Rafie Mahat. 

A b d u l l a h said the Transport M in i s -
try has produced 20,000 CD-ROMs for 
distr ibution to schools. 

He r eminded parents to inc lude 
simple advice on road safety w h e n 
they learn their chi ldren wou ld soon 
be v is i t ing them from far away. 

"They must inform their chi ldren or 
visitors to drive safely to avoid dead 
bodies reaching the homes of their 
beloved ones," he said. 

He said studies showed 80% of a c c i -

dents were caused by the human fac-
tor. 

He added that about RM3b i l was 
spent last year to treat v ict ims of acci-
dents. 

" T h i s does not include the social 
costs w h i c h are definitely higher and 
difficult to estimate," he said. 

Abdu l l ah sa id the Government 
wanted drivers of commerc ia l vehicles 
to upgrade their dr iv ing skills. 

Therefore, he said, the move by the 
Automot ive Centre of Excellence to set 
up a R M 1 0 0 m i l dr iv ing centre in 
Terengganu was t imely. 

The move w o u l d help improve the 
dr iv ing skills of motorists in the east 
coast, he added. 


