Building on past glory

Govttocontinuewithgrowthagendafornation

DATUK Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi,
who took aver the premiership from
Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad last
October, said his objective now is to
continue building from past achieve-
ments and to attain greater success for
the nation.

Presenting his first Budget as head
of the government and finance
Minister, Abdullah said the former
Prime Minister had made "invaluable
contributions towards the nation's
remarkable growth".

His government, said Abdullah,
would continue to promote growth
and provide an enabling environment
of opportunities in various economic
activities for the rakyat.

"I am determined to ensure that
every rakyat will be able to live in
peace and harmony, regardless ofrace,
religion and status.

"This is my aspiration, my objective
and my pledge to you," said Abdullah,
who led the ruling Barisan Nasional
coalition to a thumping win in the
March general election.

Not forgetting the mammoth sup-
port given by the voters, he said; "The
Government is committed to fulfil all
promises made in the Barisan mani-
festo."

The Prime Minister said next year
sets the stage for the Ninth Malaysia
Plan, as the economy continues to
grow from strength to strength. As anoHermalor € : _OUE- A §
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that outdated work systems and legis-
lations needed to be revamped and a
positiveculture, inculcated;to improve
competitiveness and position Malaysia

to be at par with developed countries.




