
sacrificing their identity and rel igion." 
Najib reminded them of the trials and 

tribulations faced by the first Felda set-
tlers who had to overcome great odds to 

be where they are today. 
He said after nearly 50 years, the, set-

tiers had prospered and at the same t ime 
steered Malaysia into having the largest 
rubber and oil palm plantations in the 
world. 

"Fe lda settlers, to date, had con -
tr ibuted RM8.5b i l to the country's annual 

revenue and supply 12.5% of the world's 
palm oil needs,'' he said. 

Maste r ing foreign languages, he 
added, would make the Malays, more 
competitive, informative and scientif ic. 

On choosing leaders, Najib said t h e y 
should be based on merits for any mis-
take on their choice wou ld have a ; nega-
tive effect that could tarnish the party. 

Najib said the Malays must embrace 
the meritocracy culture to enable them 
to compete w i t h the other ethnic groups. 

• Excerpts of Najib's speech: P31 

' 'We m u s t ensure that the country's 
Wealth is evenly distributed," he said at 
the jo int opening of the party's Wanita , 
Youth and I'uteri assemblies. 

Malay interests in the, economic cake 
in terms of capital control, per capita 
income and the number of bumiputra 
entrepreneurs as, compared against, the 
non-bumiput ra share, was not that 
encouraging, he said. 

Najib said Malays must practise good 
values in order to achieve racial harmony 
and change their- tradit ional mindset 
f r om that of a lackadaisical attitude to 
bring about a "precision society.' ' 
He said they should also move away 
from, superstitious beliefs to scientific 
ones and their th ink ing from emotional 
to rational. 

"This way the Malays w i l l be able to 
handle 1 the global environment w i thout 


