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NEW YORK: Malaysia has expressed 
great concern over the increasing ten-
dency to l ink the fight against terror-
i s m to the campaign against prolifera-
tion of weapons of mass destruction 
and l i n k i n g internat ional t e r ror i sm 
and Islam. 

Prime Minis ter Datuk Seri Abdul lah 
A h m a d B a d a w i said that w h i l e 
Malaysia was fully commit ted to the 
cause of non-prol i ferat ion there must 
be multi lateral negotiations for univer-
sal, comprehensive and non-discr imi -
natory agreements and arrangements. 

However, he said the most damag-
ing of all was the increasing tendency 
to attribute linkages between interna-
tional terrorism and Islam. 

"The t ime has arr ived for us to 
debunk, once and for a l l , the theory 
that there is a clash of civilisations," he 
told the 59th session of the United 
Nations General Assembly here yester-
day. 

" W e must cease associating Islam 
w i t h violence, poverty and indignity," 
he said, adding that in reality these 
troubles had nothing to do w i t h Islam 
and neither were they exclusively in 
the d o m a i n of M u s l i m s . 

Al though Abdul lah has addressed 
the assembly on a number of occa-
sions, this is the first t ime he is doing 
so as the Pr ime Minis ter of Malaysia 
and in his capacity as chairman of the 
N o n - A l i g n e d M o v e m e n t and chairman 
of the 10th S u m m i t of the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference (OIC). 

In cal l ing for the United Nations to 
assume its proper role in combating 
in ternat ional terror ism; he said 
M a l a y s i a was convinced the f ight 
against terror ism could not succeed 
through use of arms alone. 

T o w i n it, w e need t o exert genuine 
efforts and demonstrate good faith to 
address the root causes of t e r r o r i s m 
One of the most obvious is the unac-
complished missions of people strug-
gl ing for independence and aspiring 

for sovereign states of their own, ' ' said 
Abdul lah w h o was the f i rs t speaker 
yesterday. 

He urged the United Nations to con-
vene a special international conference 
to address all aspects of this issue, 
inc luding the root causes of terrorism 
and state-sponsored terrorism. 

On Iraq, Abdul lah said the present 
situation called for the w o r l d body to 
be given the lead role, particularly for 
establishing stability in preparation for 
the elections scheduled for January. 

He also called for a comprehensive 
and just solut ion to the problem faced 
by the suffering people of Palestine, 
saying that the Quartet had to play a 
more vigorous role in reviving the 
roadmap to peace in the M i d d l e East. 

He also urged the Security Counci l 
to be more democratic and representa-
tive of the number and geographical 
spread of its international m e m b e r -
ship. 
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