
Johor to become 
metropolis: PM 

J O H O R B A R U : T h e South Joho r 
E c o n o m i c R e g i o n ( S J E R ) w i l l t u r n 
Joho r info a metropol is on par 
w i t h H o n g k o n g a n d S h e n z h e n i n 
C h i n a , a n d pu t M a l a y s i a o n the 
w o r l d map , sa id P r i m e M i n i s t e r 
D a t u k S e r i A b d u l l a h A h m a d 
B a d a w i yesterday. 

He sa id the S J E R , to be 
developed by the government ' s , 
i nves tment a r m , K h a z a n a h i 
N a s i o n a l , is expec ted to 
exper ience robus t deve lopment 
a n d m o d e r n i s a t i o n , a n d h e l p spur 
the country ' s e c o n o m y i n the 
future. 

" T h e h u g e deve lopment a n d 
investment in the S J E R , I bel ieve, 
w i l l m a k e J o h o r a m a j o r 
metropol is , i n M a l a y s i a , Southeast 
A s i a , E a s t A s i a a n d the w o r l d , a n d 
o n pa r w i t h H o n g k o n g a n d 
S h e n z h e n on the m a i n l a n d 
C h i n a . 

" T h r o u g h the S J E R , J o h o r w i l l 
b e k n o w n o n the w o r l d map ," h e 
t o ld about 5,000 peop le w h o 

w e l c o m e d h i m a t the Sena i 
A i r p o r t at the start of a one-day 
v is i t . 

W i l l i the government ' s p lan to 
c a r r y out mass ive deve lopmen t i n 
sou the rn J o h o r u n d e r the S J E R 
deve lopmen t p r o g r a m m e , the 

strategic area , the p r i m e m i n i s t e r 
sa id , w o u l d also emerge as the 
country ' s e c o n o m i c boosteF i n the 
future. 

Abdu l l ah s a i d the g o v e r n m e n t 
s incere ly hoped the S J E R 
deve lopment p l a n w o u l d b e w e l l 
r ece ived by Johoreans . 

He p resen ted the government ' s 
p l a n for the sou the rn J o h o r a rea to 
the S u l l a n o f J o h o r a t Is lana B u k i t 
Serene yesterday afternoon. 

He sa id r u r a l areas, the 
en t repreneurs a n d the b u m i p u t r a 
c o m m u n i t y w o u l d also b e i n v o l v e d 
in the S J E R so that" a l l levels of 
society w o u l d enjoy progress u n d e r 
the deve lopmen t p l a n . 

A b d u l l a h sa id that bes ides the 
S J E R , the gove rnmen t w o u l d a lso 

develop severa l o ther deve lopmen t 
co r r i do r s l i k e the n o r t h e r n reg ions 
o f P e n i n s u l a r M a l a y s i a , Cover ing 
Per l i s , Renang and n o r t h Perak, 
w h i c h w o u l d h e deve loped b y 
P e r m o d a l a n N a s i o n a l B h d ( P N B ) . 

T h e Eas t Coas t deve lopmen t 
c o r r i d o r c o v e r i n g K e l a n t a n , 
T e r e n g g a n u a n d east P a h a n g w o u l d 
be deve loped by the n a t i o n a l o i l a n d 
gas c o r p o r a t i o n , Petronas. 

" A l l these are m y p lans , not o ther 
people 's p lans , " he sa id . 

M e n t r i B e s a r D a t u k A b d u l G h a n i 
O t h m a n sa id the J o h o r peop le h a d 
g iven a ve ry b i g ma nda t e to 
A b d u l l a h to l e a d the coun t ry a n d 
therefore, the J o h o r people w o u l d 
stand s t rong b e h i n d h i s l eadersh ip . 
B e r n a m a 


