
M'sian minister challenges 
Dr M to quit Umno 
Nazri Aziz also 
slams ex-PM for 
slighting Abdullah's 
son-in-law 
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THE gloves have come off 
in Kuala Lumpur as criti-
c ism by former premier 
M a h a t h i r M o h a m a d 
against Pr ime Min is ter 
Abdu l lah Ahmad Badawi 
escalated. Nazri Aziz, M in -
ister in the Prime Minister's 
Department, yesterday in-
vited Dr Mahathir to be 
" m a n enough" to leave the 
United Malays National Or-
ganisation, the dominant 
pol it ical party over which 
Mr Abdullah presides. 

" I f he continues to re-
main in the party, he would 
be l ike the oppos i t ion, " 
Mr Naz r i said at a press 
conference in Parliament 
House. "It would be better 
if he acts like a man and 
leaves the party." 

Mr Nazr i also defended 
K h a i r y J a m a l u d d i n , 
Mr Abdul lah 's son-in-law, 
whom Dr Mahathir had sin-

P r i m e m o v e r s : There is no enmity between Mr Abdullah and Dr Mahathir, saysRural 
Develdpment Minister Aziz Shamsuddin 

gled out on Saturday for al-
legedly having too much in-
fluence in government. 

" A n 81-year-old man 
wants to quarrel with a 31-
year-old young man , " said 
Mr Nazr i . "Better to pick 
someone his own size. Be-
cause you are angry with a 
young politician, you want 
to burn the country?" 

Meanwhi le , almost a l l 
the ma ins t ream media 
blacked out Dr Mahathir's 
comments over the week-
end, signalling a racheting-
up of the cold war against 
the ex-premier. 

In addition, Mr Abdullah 
was scheduled to chair a 
late meeting yesterday with 
Malaysian newspaper edi-

tors where he was expected 
to brief them on how to 
tackle the Mahathir issue. 

Political analysts close to 
Umno said that Mr Abdul-
lah had been advised to 
handle the issue head-on 
and to do it politically a la 
Mahath i r . By this, they 
meant call ing Umno lead-
ers personally and making 

sure that the top Umno 
leadership — the deputy, 
the three vice-presidents 
and the leaders of the 
Youth, Wanita and Puteri 
wings — was firmly behind 
him. 

Dr Mahathir was prime 
minister for an unbroken 
22 years, a record in Malay-
sian political history. 

On Saturday, he took his 
strongest swipe against 
Mr Abdu l lah yet, ra is ing 
more issues than his previ-
ous " four questions" he'd 
wanted answers to. 

It isn't clear what Dr Ma-
hathir really wants but 
what 's apparent is that 
many of his diatribes reso-
nate within the party and 
government. Last week, 
Aziz Shamsuddin, the Min-
ister of Rural Development 
and a long-time pol it ical 
secretary of Dr Mahathir , 
said that there was no en-
mity between Mr Abdullah 
and Dr Mahathir. "The real 
problem is that there is a 
third party who is trying to 
control the present govern-
ment , " he told reporters 
without elaborating. 


