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K U A L A L U M P U R , M a l a y s i a -
The government w i l l m o v e ahead 
w i t h b i d d i n g for 8 8 0 projects v a l -
ued at a to ta l of 15 b i l l i o n r ingg i t , or 
about $4 b i l l i o n , under the c o u n -
try's f ive-year deve lopment p l an , 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r A b d u l l a h A h m a d 
B a d a w i sa id . 

The projects inc lude the c o n -
s t ruc t ion of roads, br idges and 450 
p r i m a r y and secondary schools , as 
w e l l a s r u r a l wa te r - supp ly a n d 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n projects under a 
220 b i l l i o n r ingg i t p l a n announced 
in M a r c h , he sa id in a s tatement. 

" I w a n t the entire government 
machinery to ensure that the i m p l e -
m e n t a t i o n o f deve lopment projects 
approved under the N i n t h M a l a y s i a 
P l a n i s accelerated to benef i t the 

people , " sa id 
M r . A b d u l l a h , 
w h o is also fi-
nance m i n i s ­
ter. 

B i d s for 
other 
projects w i l l 
be announced 
after m i n i s -
tr ies f i r m u p 
the requ i re-
m e n t s , he 
sa id . 

M r . A b d u l -
lah's b lue-
p r i n t , par t o f 

a series of f ive-year p lans to make 
M a l a y s i a a deve loped n a t i o n by 
2020, focuses on i m p r o v i n g in f ra-
structure , deve lop ing poorer states 
and f i n d i n g sources o f g r o w t h to 
help the economy expand an aver-
age 6% a year b e t w e e n n o w and 
2010. 

Analysts sa id quick implementa-
t ion o f the projects w i l l boost the 
economy a m i d fears that g r o w t h 
may fal l be low the off icial forecast 
of 6% this year because of lower over-
seas demand for goods and services. 

Yesterday 's announcement 
came after s t i n g i n g attacks on the 
government b y former P r i m e M i n i s -
ter M a h a t h i r M o h a m a d that have 
ra i sed concerns that M r . A b d u l l a h 
m a y b e too preoccup ied w i t h p o l i -
t ics to pay suff ic ient a t tent ion to 
the economy. 
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