
Websites under probe for ' inaccurate' reports 
K U A N T A N : Police are inves-
t igat ing severa l websites 
w h i c h al legedly c a r r i ed inac-
curate a n d speculat ive re-
ports on the pepper spray in-
cident invo lv ing T u n Dr Ma-
ha th i r M o h a m a d on Fr iday. 

Deputy In t e rna l Secur i ty 
M in i s t e r D a t u k F u A h K i o w 
sa id yesterday that act ion 
w o u l d be t aken against the 
website owners i f they h a d 
b r eached the Sed i t ion Ac t 

Fu sa i d the contents o f the 
of fending r epor ts w o u l d be 

analysed a n d whe the r the 
websites h a d prompt ly re-
tracted them. 

The websites were not 
named . 

F u sa id statements c a r r y -
i n g the qual i f icat ion "be-
l ieved to b e " w o u l d st i l l be 
deemed i r respons ib le even i f 
they we re la ter re tracted. 

"The in i t i a l impac t o f s u c h 
speculat ive repor ts may not 
only be damag ing , but cou ld 
also be ' i r revers ib le ' , " sa id 
F u , w h o i s also the K u a n t a n 

M e m b e r o f Par l i ament , after 
at tending a commun i t y p ro -
g r amme a t S M K Sunga i Soi 
near here . 

At least one website 
flashed a r epor t u n d e r its 
newsbreak segment o n F r i -
day w h i c h , a m o n g - other 
things, ind ica ted the poss ib i l -
ity that the f o rmer p r ime 
min is te r w a s at tacked by 
members o f the pol ice spec ia l 
operat ions force. 

The repor t , f i led shor t ly af-
ter the 10 .30am inc ident at 

the Su l t an I smai l Petra A i r -
port , K o t a B a r u , was retract-
ed an h o u r later. 

Fu sa id the Government 
w a s k e e p i n g to its p romise o f 
not c enso r ing Internet ac-
cess in the coun t ry but c a u -
t i oned those us ing it as a 
news m e d i u m to be r espon-
sible a n d not b r eak the law, 
pa r t i cu l a r l y w h e n i t involved 
sensit ive issues. 

He den ied a r epor t on 
Thur sday w h i c h quoted h i m 
as say ing that the Gove rn -

ment was p l ann ing to a m e n d 
the P r in t ing Presses a n d Pub-
lications Ac t 1984 to place 
websites under its contro l . 

" W h a t I said was that we 
are s tudy ing the Ac t to see i f i t 
meets our cur r en t needs. I 
never sa id we were go ing to 
a m e n d it ." 

On the i ssuance o f p e r m i t s 
f o r pub l i c gather ings, F u s a i d 
the pol ice based the i r dec i -
s ions after c a r e f u l studies of 
the potent ia l r i sks they 
posed. 


