
'Can't negotiate or smile with S'pore' 
• KUALA LUMPUR took place, nor did he offer any evi-
dence to back up the point. 
S I N G A P O R E was not spared in. T u n In v i ew o f this attitude on the part 
Dr Mahath i r Mohamad ' s ta lk yester- o f Singapore, he argued, the negotia-

day, dur ing w h i c h he ca l l ed the c o u n -
try a "ca lculat ive na t i on " and sa id it 
was point less negotiating w i th it. 

On the issue of the bridge project 
to replace the Causeway, he spoke at 
length about h o w i t was useless for 
Ma lays ia to t ry and seek Singapore's 
agreement on the matter. 

" I f y o u wan t t o dea l w i t h S inga -
pore, to the extent of p lay ing gol f and 
patt ing each other on the back, that is 
okay. Bu t w i t h Singapore, y o u cannot 
negotiate or smi l e , " he sa id . 

He added that he rare ly v i s i t ed S i n -
gapore, and not once s ince ret i r ing. 

He sa id he had k n o w n Singapore 
for 22 years a n d cha rged that the 
country thought on ly o f itself. 

" I give y o u an example , Seameo 
(South-east A s i a n Min is ters o f E d u c a -
t i on Organisat ion) , " he said. 

" In a meet ing in the Phi l ipp ines , we 
suggested increas ing the budget. S in -
gapore was asked to contr ibute an ad-
d i t iona l US$10,000 (S$16,000) a year. 

"It sa id it no longer wanted to be a 
member. Just because of US$10,000, i t 
is w i l l ing to break ties 

" T h e y are ca l cu la t i v e , even one 
cent they count . " 

He gave no deta i l s o f w h e n th i s 

t ions for the bridge were doomed to 
fai l . 

Bu t he added that he d id not be-
l ieve Ma lays ia had ca l l ed off the ta lks 
s imply because o f pub l i c oppos i t ion 
to the trade-off o f se l l ing sand to S in -
gapore. 

Tun Dr Mahath i r sa id that S inga-
pore had wanted Ma lays ia to se l l 1 b i l -
l i on cu m of sand over 20 years in ex-
change for its agreement to b u i l d the 
bridge. 

He sa id i t was c lear that someone 
w o u l d bene f i t greatly f r om the con -
tract to supp ly sand . 

E v e n i f sand was so ld a t jus t R M 1 
(44 Singapore cents) per Cubic metre, 
the tota l p r i c e w o u l d be R M 1 b i l l i on , 
he said. 

Thus, w h e n the sand trade-off was 
no longer possib le because o f pub l i c 
oppos i t ion, the government lost inter-
est in the bridge, he charged. 

It d i d not pursue other options, in-
c lud ing bu i ld ing a half-bridge w i thout 
S ingapore ' s agreement, because i ts 
rea l interest was the sale o f sand and 
not the bridge, he c la imed. 

"Th i s i s my susp ic ious m i n d , " he 
said, 
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