
NAM wants G8 
to bring road 
map back to life 
K U A L A L U M P U R : The N o n -
Al igned Movemen t (NAM) is 
urging the Group of Eight (G8) 
to make serious efforts to resus-
citate the road map towards a 
final settlement of the Pales-
tinian-Israeli conflict. 

Pr ime M in i s t e r Datuk Seri 
Abdul lah Ahmad Badawi said 
the Road M a p st i l l represented 
the best hope for progress to-
wards the final settlement. 

This was contained in Ab-
dullah's message as N A M chair-
man to Russian President V l a -
d imir Put in w h o is the Presi-
dent of the G8. T h e 32nd G8 
Summit is scheduled to start 
today in St Petersburg, Russia. 

A b d u l l a h said the in terna-
t ional communi ty must respect 
the democrat ic r ight of the 
Palest inian people to choose 
their o w n government as they 
had done in the recent election. 

"It must engage the new gov-
ernment through contacts and 
dialogue, not shun or ostracise 
it," he said. 

He added that denial of the 
much-needed international a id 
to the Palestinian people was 
unconscionable and l ikely to be 
counterproduct ive to the 
search for an early solut ion to 

the conflict. 
He said the conflict had been 

made worse by the separation 
wa l l by Israel in the occupied 
Palestinian territories and the 
current m i l i t a r y offensive in 
Gaza. ' 

"It is clear that there w i l l be 
no lasting solut ion to the con-
flict unless there is an end to 
the occupat ion of the Pales-
t in ian lands and violat ion of 
rights, and the fulfi lment of the 
asp i rat ion and inal ienable 
rights of the Palestinian people 
for an independent and sover-
eign state," he said. 

On the nuclear issue, N A M 
ins isted on a balanced app-
roach between nuclear disar-
mament and nuclear non-pro-
l i feration. 

Abdu l lah said N A M strongly 
believed that a l l issues on safe-
guards, inc luding those relating 
to Iran, shou ld be resolved 
w i t h i n the International Atomic 
Energy Agency framework. 

On recent developments in 
the Korean peninsula, the 116 
country movement also urged 
all parties to exercise restraint 
and to resume negotiat ions 
soon to resolve al l outstanding 
issues amicably. — Bernama. 


