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KOTA BARU: Police have arrested a man 
believed to have sprayed chemical from 
a canister in the direction of Tun Dr 
Mahath i r M o h a m a d moments after the 
former pr ime minister arrived at the 
Sultan Ismail Petra Airport in Pengkalan 
Chepa yesterday for a one-day visit. 

The man, a Datuk, was arrested at 
10.30pm, almost 12 hours after the inci-
dent, in Pasir Tumbuh. 

Deputy Inspector-General of Police 
Tan Sri M u s a Hassan confirmed the 
arrest. 

"We believe the man can help us in 

our investigations. I expect h i m to be 
produced in a magistrate's court in the 
morning, " he told The Star. 

Dr Mahathir , w h o was surrounded by 
hundreds "of supporters, was standing 
inside a Pajero, w i t h his upper body 
sticking out of the sunroof, and speaking 
to the c rowd w h e n the incident occurred 
at about 11am yesterday. 

Pr ime Min is ter Datuk Seri Abdul lah 
Ahmad condemned the incident, saying 
he was angry and regretted that it had 
occurred. He has ordered the police to 
investigate the incident and take stern 
act ion against the person or people 
responsible for the attack. 
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A visibly distressed Dr Mahathir being whisked away by his 
bodyguard and aides to another vehicle after chemical was sprayed 

in his direction at the Sultan IsmaH Petra Airport in Kelantan 
yesterday. - STARpic byy SAZUKI EMBONG 
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Dr Mahath i r was met on arrival by 
two groups - one led by veteran 
pol i t ic ian Datuk Paduka Ibrahim Ali 
and the other by bus inessman 
Datuk Nik Sapeia Nik Yusoff. 

Musa said that as Dr Mahath i r was 
being ushered to a vehicle provided 
by Ibrahim, a scuffle broke out as 
supporters of N ik Sapeia wanted to 
be the ones to transport Dr 
Mahathir . 

"Dur ing the scuffle a man was 
spotted taking out a canister and 
spraying what is believed to be an 
eye irr itant on Ibrahim's face. The 
irr itant also got into Dr Mahathir 's 
face as we l l as a bodyguard's face," 
Musa said. 

"D r Mahath i r was immediate ly 
protected and wh isked away by his 
bodyguards into another car and 
dr iven to his hotel." 

According to witnesses at the air-
port, the incident occurred just after 

Dr M a h a t h i r had been handed a 
l o u d h a i l e r as h i s s u p p o r t e r s 
w a n t e d h i m t o speak t o t h e m 
f r om the veh ic l e , as he had done 
on J u l y 22 a t S u b a n g a i r p o r t 
w h e n he a r r i v ed home f r om a 
vaca t i on . 

The spray caused the former pre-
mier to suffer nausea and a stinging 
sensation in his eyes. He was also 
coughing. He was, however, not 
hospitalised and recovered, in t ime 
t o k e e p t o h i s schedule. 

It is learnt that the effects had 
abated by the t ime Dr Mahath i r 
arrived at the hotel, where he had a 
brief rest . 

Speaking to the media later, Dr 
Mahath i r described the attack as an 
attempt to stop h i m from speaking 
out. He, however, d id not make 
accusations against any particular 
party. 

Talking about the spray that h i t 
h im , he said: "I felt my eyes stinging. 
I could not see clearly and had to 

remove my glasses. 
' Th i s is not the Malaysian way. 

We are a non-violent peopie." 
The former premier cont inued 

w i t h his programme for the day, 
including attending a dialogue w i t h 
veteran Umno leaders and a dinner 
organised by local non-governmen-
tal organisat ion, the Ke lantan 
People's Act ion Counci l headed by 
Ibrahim. 

In Putrajaya, Abdu l l ah sa id : "I 
regret and am very angry t h a t such 
an incident has happened." 

He ordered the police to probe 
the inc ident and p u n i s h those 
responsible, and added that the 
mat te r shou ld be immed i a t e l y 
reso lved to avo id any negat ive 
i m p l i c a t i o n and m i sconcep t i on 
among the people. 

The Pr ime Min is ter feared that 
certain quarters wou ld take advan-
tage of the incident by disseminat-
ing rumours, especially through the 
Internet. 


