
PM: Asean members must heed resolutions 
ASEAN has had a poor record 
of incorporating its own de-
cisions into the national leg-
islation of member countries, 
said Datuk Seri Abdul lah 
Ahmad Badawi. 

"We have done better in 
g iv ing national effect to 
wider international treaties 
and conventions," he remar-
ked. 

The Prime Minister stres-
sed that Asean Community 
members must adhere to a 
common set of "community 
values". 

He added that the accep-
tance of good governance 
should be a priority in the 
respect ive countries and 
societies. 

"In our region, the situa-
t ion in Myanmar i s i m p a c t -
i n g u p o n the image and 
cred ib i l i t y o f Asean. We 
w o u l d very m u c h l ike to 
have Myanmar move for-
w a r d w i t h the rest o f 
Asean, : he said. 

"Therefore, we hope the 
government o f Myanmar 
w i l l take the necessary 
steps." 

Speaking at the opening 
of the 39th Asean Min i s -
ter ia l Mee t ing yesterday, 
Abdu l l ah said that c o m m u -
n i t y bu i l d ing in Asean 
should adopt the approach 
of proceeding step by step. 

This, he said, was the only 
way to ensure that Asean 
achieved true consensus on 
establishing a set of com-
m o n values, perceptions 
and outlook. 
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"Asean the association is 
said to be sui generis, or 
altogether unique. Asean 
the communi ty wil l equally 
be sui generis," he said. 

"The integration process 
w i l l not require member 
states to forfeit their sover-
eign rights and competen-
cies. They w i l l remain free to 
pursue their core national or 
bilateral interests." 

In bu i ld ing the Asean 

Community , Abdu l l ah said, 
there should be universal 
acceptance that communi ty 
interest w o u l d prevail over 
national interest on issues 
affecting the community . 

He said the larger com-
m u n i t y interest should 
never become subordinate 
to the veto of only one or a 
few members , and that 
there shou ld be in place 
capacit ies for enforcing 

communi ty decisions. 
On future regional eco-

nomic crises, Abdul lah said 
East As ian economic inte-
grat ion could be the first 
l ine of defence. 

He said economic integra-
t ion could also help to lock 
in greater predictabil i ty and 
transparency w i t h regard to 
economic policies of region-
al countries. 

This was one of the rea-

sons Asean countries must 
integrate more, and inte-
grate quickly, he said. 

"We must, therefore, 
strengthen further the Asean 
Plus Three cooperation pro-
cess wh ich pertinently began 
in 1997," he said. 

"We should also continue 
to bui ld upon our success of 
convening the East As ia 
Summit , w h i c h we did at 
the end of last year." 


