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uslims have right to possess nukes |

yeott US

AMAEAD:.,Foriﬁer, Malaysian Prime Minister Dr Mahathir Bin Muhammad answering a
stion during seminar on “Clash of Civilization or Clash of Interests” organised by
<stan Tahreek-e-Insaf here on Friday. Chairman PTI Imran Khan also present on the

occasion.—Photo by Syed Mehdi : . )
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Mahathir urges Ummah to bo )
“currency: 9/11 may be conspiracy: Asks
‘Muslims to iron out differences: Grills Pope |

HAQNAWAZ

ISLAMABAD - Former
Malaysian Prime Minister Dr

" Mahathir. Bin Mohammad has

miade it clear that Muslim'coun-
tries also have the right to possess
riuclear weapons as Israel. -

“If you have (the world pow-

ers) allowed Israel to keep nu-~

clear weapons then why can’t the

- other Middle Eastern Muslim

states get the nuclear weapons
too,” the veteran Muslim leader
said while responding to a ques-

‘ ionier during an hour-long ques-

tion-answer session here at a

seminar.

The seminar “Clash of Civiliza-
tions or Clash of Interests’ was

.organized by Pakistan Tehreeki-

i-Insaf Chairman-Imran Khan
here on Friday at a local hotel:

Haq, PML 1eader;"£ormer foreign

|
|
|

_ minister Gohar Ayub Khan and -

Farooq Amjad Mir MNA also
attended the seminar.
The seminar was attended by

-politicians, intellectuals, defence .
analysts, religious scholars, acad-

emicians, political workers and
students. Roughly, over twohun-
dred patiently listened to the views
of the great Muslim living legend
Dr Mahathir while standing inthe
hall for more than two hours, be-
sides 600 seated peaple.

“Yes, I'am against the nuclear-
weapons but if the US and UK~
led West is sincere in cleaning the.
world from the nuclear weapons. ’
then they should start first from.,’

US, UK,” he argued. “Everyone

should abandon the weapons of
mass destruction and this should *

not be restricted only to the Mus-

lims,” he insisted. : .
He termed the clash of civiliza-

tions as clash of interests and the

“haveno religious agenda.

~with othersinclud

very bases of all the Qisputesare |

politically motivated. He said
that the US and its Western allies
are looking for control of resourc-
es of the Muslim-world and they

He called upon the Muslim
countries to openly announce
boycotting the US currency and
use other currencies to give a
strong message. * .

He urged the Muslirns to make
the sole super power weaker by
devaluing its currency, asitdid
hers including Malaysidin
late 90s; “We stopped using dol-

1ars, replacing it with other cur-|

rency,hesaid: - "+
He also questioned the so-called
war on terror after the




1. Twould like to thank the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaaf for this in-
vitation. I would also like to
thank the Government of Paki-
stan for the hospitality extended
to me and my wife. The title sug-
gested fothis “the-~clash of civili-
zations or clash of interests”
seems to suggest that there is
alink between the two, Frankly i
do not think so. It is unfortunate
that the international media have
succeeded in creating the im-
pression that Islam has to do
with terrorism.

2. During the period of Islamic
expansion half the known world
came virtually under -Muslim
rule, but even western historians
admit that other religions: Chris-
tianity and Judaism flourished
under the Muslims, )

3. In Spain the Jews and the
Christians not only practiced
their own religions undistarbed
but Jews actually participated in
the governments of the Muslim
rulers, Jewish science and litera-
ture flourished in Spain and
North Africa, and Christian Eu-
ropeans renewed their acquaint-
ance with the works of the Greek
thinkers, philosophers and scien-
tists through the Arabic transla-
tions of the old:téxtswhick had
been lost to the Chiistian world.

4. We also know that dfter the
reconquest by Ferdinand and Is-

Spain tolive in

ruled parts of Eastern Europe,:.

5. Clearly the Muslims find
nothing in glgir,religion of Islam
to stop them from living in peace

The
this, there should be no-force in

the non-Muslims. their. religion
and to-the Muslims their religion.
even the Prophet was reminded
that his task was to spread the

termine whether his:listeners ac-
cept the religion or not.

6. By contrast the Christians. of
Europe were completely intoler-
ant. In regular pogroms the fews
were massacred, After the Span-
ish reconquest the:'Muslims and
the Jews were given three choices
- emigrate, convert to Christianity

sulted in even the conversos be-
ing burntatthe stake, having been
forced under torture to admit that
they werestill practicing their
former religions; they -were:cryp-
| to-Muslims and Crypto Jews.

abella’a maj‘orig‘of?t}\e Jews left .
>in the Muslim states-
in North Africg and the Turkish-.

with people of:other réligions..
Suran 1§ quite .clear -about .

Islam, Muslims were told that to

message; Allah S,W.T weould de- -

orbe (fut to death: Inquisitions re- -

only 1ost the war but thédPales-
tinians;. lost m@re'lan@ e

12. Finallyithe-ATab tpuntries,
kny that they whre fighting
raelidbut the great

1) Fitaiii~and " America,
desistéd. and the world decided

to ignore the Palestinians and-

their problems. For the world the
problem had been solved.
13. In the terrible refugee

camps the Palestinians were for-
~gotten by the world, by the peo-

ple-who caused their misery. It
was in-desperation that they
launched the-intifada -primarily
to attract the dttention of the
world to their sufferings and
misery, to seek a solution to their
problems as refugees, to regain
their lost land. :

. 14. But the stone throwing chil-
dren of the intifada were met with
Israeli tanks and bullets, rubber
bullets at first but real bullets soon
after. The children were wound-

ALY

ed and killed. the world watched -

and did not care. No one told the
Israelis to stop killing children. If
at all some appeared to encour-
age Israeli atrocities. '
15. Is it any wonder that the
Palestinians resorted to other
ways to i counter the Israelis, If
the world: didiaot- care; if'even
their Arab and:Muslim brothers
did not care, then they had to fight
for themselves by themselves.
16. Yes, they resorted to acts
which the world came to regard

3

freedom of the Eu‘rope'ans.' These
people must be taught a lesson.
27. But- what followed does not

seem to be an anti-terrorist war.

alone. What followed is a war
against Islam and the Muslims.
hey are the ones targeted. The

. countries attacked are Muslim

countries Afghanistan and Iraq.
And now Syria and Iran are tar-
geted. ‘

28. The axis of evil is supposed
to include Iraq, Iran andp North
Korea. But no one’ really believes
that north Korea is targeted.
Even provocations by North Ko-
rea have not resulted in military
strikes and invasion. Noises are
made. Threats are uttered. But no
war, noteven araid or sanctions.

29. On the other hand full ac-
tion has been taken against Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. It does not
matter that actually Iraq and Ira-
gis had no connection with the
terrorists. Iraq was said to have
weapons of mass destruction
which could be launched against
Britain in 45 minutes. Iraq had
nuclear weapons, Iraq had chem-
ical weapons. Iraq had biologi-
cal weapons. These could be
made good excuses for killing
Iraqis which war would do.

30. Afterthel edsy:defeatof. the
Afghans, another easyvictory
was expected in‘Iraq: It was an

‘opportunity to test new weapons

and new tactics of fighting and

-killing. It was going to be anoth-

as terrorism. they bombed school |

. busses and markets and innocent

people were killed. .

. 17. And the Israelis retaliated
with their own brand of terrorism.
they sent their helicopter gun-
ships tanks and bulldozers to de-
stroy i and flatten Palestinian
towns. The destroyed houses
with the occupants still inside.
They committed acts of extreme
brutality. They éven deliberately

killed an invalid in a wheelchair. .
18. The wnrld dnd the Muslims-

er glorious episode. The forces of
civilization and enlightenment
would triumph against the forc-

“es of darkness. .

* 31. Iraq must be invaded even -

if the weapons inspectors found

‘no evidence of any WMD. Tt was
" to be the mother of invasions. It

would shock and AWE - a nice
English phrase which actually
means_ it would strike terror in

“the hearts of the Iragis. And ter-
‘rorize it did. With missiles and

governments -watched. but-can"

such brutality; such heinousacts
of terror.rouse no anger and ha-
tred and bitterness in no one? -

19. I.do not believe in terror-

ism. I do not believe. in killing.

innocent people. But can every-
one seeing the bullying and bru-
tal acts of the Israeli terrorists feel
philosophical and calm. Caneve-
ryone just say that it is not his

_'thoritarian regimes.

bombs, with tanks and guns,
with flame-throwers and cluster

-‘bombs Iraq was invaded and Ira-
'qis were slaughtered. Iraqi towns
.and cities were pulverized.

.. 32. But still there could be found

:no WMD. Not to worry. The war,

. the shock and awe, the terror at-

tacks were actually meant to re-
move the dictator Saddam Hus-
sein, to free his people from his

dictatorship, Iraq-will be a model
affair, that he can do'nathine? _ of democracy. for the Muslims of

‘the middle east. At last the world

would be totally. democratized

| and freed from oppressive au-

|

s speech

died. These are the people that
count and they were counted.

38. These are soldiers and sol-
diers are trained to kill and to die.
The Iraqi civilians are not trained
to die. And they have killed no
one. But call them collaterals and
forget about them.

39. So who are the greater ter-
rorists - the irregulars who often
failed to do any harm, who bun-
gled things, who are betrayed,
are captured, incarcerated and
tortured in the most heinous
ways or the regulars who are
trained to kill, who are armed
with super lethal weapons, pro-
tected by body amour or en-
sconced in their tanks or flying
high in their warplanes, moving
only a finger to kill thousands,
men, women, children, the sick
and the invalids; who are the

reater terrorists. count the

illed, count the wounded, as-
sess the destruction and you will
find the answer.

40. Terror is feltby anyone who

knows he is about to be killed or
to have his lirhbs torn from his’

body or his guts spilled on the
sidewalk. those who'cause ter-

ror, by definition are terrorist.
Regular or irregular they are ter-

rorists. Democrats or not, ‘they
are terrorists.

41. If the scale of their'killﬁiés )

is taken as a measure the regu-
lars win hands down. They %1
more. They terrify more people.
They destroy more. .

42. We do not ask about what

religion they believe in. Not hav-

ing a religion to explain. their ha-
tred has not diminished their’ de-
sire to kill. They kill in the course
of their battles. Buf they are not
averse to killing whenever they
feel like it. They kill unarmed ci-
vilians just as they would kill the
armed ones. People cringing in

fear as they: point their weapons
moved them not atall. Squeeze the |
trigger and bang, bang bang - dead |

Iraqis. In Iraq there are more mal
lais than in Vietnam. :

43. No, it is not their religion;

itis not being Christians or Jews.
these trained terrorists kill be-
cause they have the guns and the
bombs, and to kill requires only
a squeeze of the trigger or pres-
sure on-the button, Fheir masters
told them to kill - and they kill.
44. And the Muslims who kill,;
who blew themselves. up, who

crash. their planes into building

are not obeying the injunctions

~of Islam. Islam has no place for.

terrorism. Nothing in the Quran:
says.that Muslims must terror-




AAALE AL ML S LRy Sy aa by st

forced under torture to admit that
they werestill practicing their
former religions; they were ‘cryp-
to-Muslims and Crypto Jews.

7. In Palestinie itself under
Muslim and' Turkish rule Jews

géther except for ideas about the
creationsof aJewish state by:the
Zioryjsts. from then on efforts
weré%made, frequently through
acts.pf-térror by the Haganah and
thesfrgun, the Jewish terror
groups to force the creation of
Israel. Their targets were fre-
quently the people who had
ruled Palestine as a mandated
_ | territory -the British.

8. Faced with Jewish terrorism
and intransigence the British
took the easy way out. The
abandoned Palestine to the IlI-
informed United Nations. With-
out studying the problem care-
fully the United Nations divid-
ed up the territory of the state of
Palestine between the Jews and
the Palestinian Arabs. It was to
theWnited Nations a neat solu-
tion. The feelings of the people
in Palestine were disregarded.
Worse still the Palestine Arabs in
the area allocated for the new
stateof Israel were ejected from
their farms and houses and
forced to emigrate to live in mis-
erable refugee camps scattered in
surtdunding countries.

9.1t was a time when the colo-
nies 6f the European imperialists
were fighting and gaining their
independence. Yet in Palestine
the Palestinians were expected to
give up their country to the Jews.

10.1t is this ill-advised decision
by thie European powers which
precipitated the acts that we call
terrorism in Palestine and else-
where today. It is not about dif-
ferences in religions.. The Jews
and the Muslims had lived in
peacebefore. The quarrel is about
territory, about land, about the
seizure of the land of the Arabs
whohappened to be mainly Mus-
lindsto give to the Jews. Islam, the
religion, had no part in it unless
it ig"that the Jews hated Muslim
and, Christian Arabs and would
not allow them to live in Israel.

11. It is natural that the Pales-
tinian Arabs would want to get
back their land. They appealed
to the Arab countries in the re-
gion. Egypt, Syria and Jordan
responded initially and they
launched a conventional war.
:But the British and the Ameri-
| cans helped the Israelis to ward
Voff the attack. The Palestinians
and their brothers in neighbor-
irig countries tried again and
again and each time they not

and Arabs, Muslims an'd Chris- +
tians lived together. And they:. ,
wpuld have continued tdditéigomathe anger oftheseipadplewhoda
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+20. Some will feel that way but
rsome feel more strongly than oth-

ers. And invariable some would
att. No one relished the idea of
deliberatély piloting and crashing

‘a planeé against a building and -
being torm’to pieces by the explo-~

sion orbéing burnt to cinders: But

in and day out watched Israeli

ptugeities-canniet buk.resulimn.

some expression, in some retalia-
tory action, by someone.

21. The Sept 11 2001 attack was
perhaps an act of unmitigated
terrorism. 3,000 people died in
the world trade center in New
York. It was horrible to see peo-
ple hurtling through the air to be
smashed on the ground in order
to escape being burnt alive. it
was terrible to watch live the col-
lapse of the twin towers. Such
great edifices turned to dust.

22. The anger of the Americans
and their President can well be
understood. But without even
considering the circumstances,
without thinking of the causes
which led to this terrible trage-
dy, the first thing that the Amer-
ican leader thought of was to
declare war to revive the cru-
sade, to war against Islam.

23. It was the spontaneous re-
action and response of the ethnic
Europeans because they have
never forgotten the crusades. The
hatred for Muslims and Islam re-
mains deep in their psyche: And
Sept 11 forced the regurgitation
of this old hatred. Once again the
Muslims had dared to face the
might of the Christian Europeans.
And as before they will suffer the
consequence.

24. They are not very Christian
now, these Ethnic Europeans.
Maybe the President is a born
again Christian. Accusing the
Muslims was natural. the spirit

_of the crusade is still alive. And

just as the crusade was organized
to. destroy the Muslims in the
Middle East and Muslims in gen-
eral, the call to a crusade echoed
by Bush has the same objective -
destroy the Muslims.

25. The President corrected
himiself later. It was not a call to

war against Islam that he meant. '

It was to fight against terrorists.
for this the whole world was
asked to join. And most of the
world, including the Muslim
countries joined. The world was
prepared to overlook that spon-
taneous call toa crusade.

26. It was not to be a war
against Islam or the Muslims. 1t
was to be war against terrorists,
against people who for no very

ood reason wanted to terrorize
the world, to kill and destro
simply because they hated the
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the middle east. At last.the world
“would be totally. democratized
and freed from oppressive au-

‘thoritarian regimes. o
-* 33. The lid was lifted and.pan-
dora’s box was opened:and May-

hem released.Now to the deli,giq t.-
e

of the coalition of the willing,

the Tragis are doing the killings

for them, the Iraqis.are Jglling

Iragis. Of course it is because
they have always been against.
Each other; the Sunnis against
the Shiah, the two against the
Kurds and the Kurds against oth-
er Iragis. They have always
‘wanted to fight each other and
to kill each other. It's not the re-
sult of shock and awe. These
Muslims, they are all blood
thirsty terrorists.

34. But under the dictator sad
dam hussein they would all be
alive today. Yes some would be
killed by saddam but many more
would not. They would be alive
but for the great democracy
which the Americans brought
and forced down their throats.

35. Shock and AWE - otherwise
known as terrorism, has won. the
civilized democrats have intro-
duced a new brand of terrorism,
caused more death and destruc-
tion than the authoritarian ruler,
then the irregulars, the untrained
disorganized terrorists. These
are organized, well-trained and
well-equipped terrorists; in uni-
forms and painted faces.

36.Is there a difference between

being killed-by democrats and-

being killed by dictators? If only
we can ask those who died. We
can’t. But i do not think they
would die happier, suffer less
because they were killed by dem-
ocrats. But those who lost limbs
and have been gravely wounded,
they probably can tell. Under
saddam we are told they were

assed to death. It could have
‘been painful. But he did not drop
bombs or shell and rocket them
and so they did notend up losing
their limbs and being gravely
wounded. So they cannot com-
pare their sufferings with those
wounded by the forces of enlight-
enment, the great democrats. ™

37. During the shock and awe

invasion, were innocent people .

killed? Yes they were and they
were as innocent as those killed
in the world trade center in New
York.

But we can dismiss these inno-
cent people because they were
Iraqis and Iraqgis do not count. We
A5 not count the number of Ira-
gis who died, who were wound-
ed. But we know exactly when
2,000 American soldiers died,
when 2,300 died, when 2,500
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crash their planes into building.
are not obeying the injunctions
~of Islam. Islam has no place for
terrorism. Nothing in the Quran:
says that Muslims must terror-
ize their.enemies::
. 45. They-are enjoined to. defend.~
their-Muslim society, -the um-

. Amerigang, British, and Js1gelig,,.mah. For this they-must.make;

preparations. In the days of the
Prophet they needed ‘to have
war-steeds, bows and arrows,’
sword etc. Today they should
have the tanks, warplanes, war-
ships guns and missile. Yes they
need to have nuclear weapons
. too because only the possession
of such would their enemies be :
deterred from attacking them. '
But no aggression and certainly
no terrorism is advocated by Is-
lam by the Quran. Arm yourself
to deter your enemies, that is all
that Muslims are enjoined to do.
Use the arms when attacked.
Fight those who fight you. If they
sue for peace then cease fighting.
46. But without the weapons,
pushed into a corner what are
they to do? In desperation they
resort to what s called terrorism.
They would not do it if they are
-not terrorized, not terrified. It's
a normal human reaction. It is
not religion. It is not Islam. It is
ure self-preservation. |
47. So let us not blame Islam
for what we call terrorism carried |
out by people who happen to |
believe in Islam. We are not go-
ing to say that the terrorism of
regulars against the Muslims are
induced by Christianity or Juda-
ism. Itis just the arrogance of the |
strong. It is the way of the bully. |
48. Christianity, Judaism and
Islam have been hijacked by peo-
ple with vested interests from
time to time. There have been
numerous misinterpretations of;]
these religions by interested par-,|
ties so as to justify the evil that
they wish to do. We should not,}
conclude that religion is guilty
when these things happen. The
hijackers are guilty.
49. The present spate of terror-j
ism is not because of Islam. I re-
eat, it is about the seizures of
and belonging to people of the
Muslim faith. There are Muslim,
sympathizers for their unfortu-.
nate co-religionists. But do not
presume that everyone who is a
Muslim is a suspect, is a terror-
ist. If you do then expect your-
self to be suspected and killed.
50. Call the perpetrators and
those planning to terrorize, regu-
lars and irregulars alike, terror-
ists. But do not link Islam to ter-
rorism and we will not link Chris-
tianity or Judism with the same,
with state organised terrorism.
Thank You. -
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