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‘KUALA LUMPUR Barlsan
Nasional. - backbenchers in
.Parliament ‘must- stick. with-~
convention, and - cannot vote’

‘aceording to their conscie
‘but only along party lines.
Prime ‘Minister: Datuk' Seé

Abdillah Ahmad Badawi, who
-is-'BN-‘chairman -and “Umno ~
president, said the system had
worked well for Malaysla and
~.would be maintained.” ;
- The backbenchers, who had
hours earlier sought to be al- .
lowed to vote’ autonomously L
_on certain issues, fell into line
with Abdullah’s firm instrucs |
atter. But they
- harbour hopes of meeting the
Prime Minister to dlscuss lt

further. -

" “We have our own de ocra-
cy and we will _follow it.;We -
» have survived with this democ- |
: th

it,” Abdullah said when'it was
pointed -out _that other demo-
‘cratic eountries’ Parliaments, - _
such as the House of Commions: -

the ruhng party toéupport mo-’ :
- tions - tabled: by Opposmon;

- He said every party mem-
‘ber, including MPs from the
-BN component parties, has to- .’

tndetstand and: adhere to

: pa.rty discipline.’

Al party: members have

“rules that they must under- -

stand-and follow, There is dis-

There s no comprornise or ex-

‘ception given to ‘anyone to do -

the Umno supreme.
. c0unc11 meeting yesterday.
The:Prime Minister’s: state-

men “Was -accepted by -

Ba kbenchers Club memhers .

though they had demded ata .
meeting in Parliament earlier

‘that they should be allowed to -
vote “according “to" their con-. -
science rather than along par-
ty lines in cases where there is

no directive from the Whip..
MP for Kota: Baru Datuk

Za.ld Tbrahim - said " back-
benchers had no choice buito -
~ abide, by what thelrﬂleaders
wanted.
"~ “We- . were: only askmg for;‘»
flexibility on some issties. We
have voted on all government’-

Lal(alour party memb

- cy- In Britain; Prime Minister
*.Tony. Blair, for instance, has

heen defeated on some issues
on - the death pena.lty l}:y
9 - e .

Cluh'

BN Backbenchers
ice-chairman Tan StiDr Ting "
Chew Peh said while members-°
'w0uld have to a.hlde by the




