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Yearly economic grow

Prime Mmlster Datuk Serl Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi yesterday spoke for
-two hours on the Ninth Malaysm

- Plan, the country’
) blueprlnt for the
‘next five years. He
‘touched on the
challenges facmg
‘the country, the

-economy, income

- imbalance among
the races, poverty
and a Iaundry list

S economic

of factors that will affect the
- Malaysian ambition of becoming a

developed nation by 2020.
Following are the excerpts of h|s

- speech:

- still  racial
-schools, at the workplace and

_— e —

On why the 9MP will be a ma-
jor challenge for Malaysians

The world has changed. We

are nperetlng In a more com-
~petitive environment, where

the fight for foreign invest-

- ment is more intense. Besides

facing more intense competi-

tion from China and India,

even our neighbours in the re-
gion are gearing up their
economies.

There are challenges at
home too. There is a bigger
middle-class and the standard

‘of living of Malaysians has im-
proved. But at the same time,

the income gap still exists be-
tween races as well as urban
and rural areas. Also, there is
peia,rlsenen in

in everyday life.

~ OntheNational Mission

There are five thrusts here.
One, to move the economy up
the value chain. Two, to raise

~the capacity for knowledge

and innovation and nurture

first class mentality. Three, to -

address persistent socio-eco-

~ nomic inequalities construc-

tively and- prn ductwely

Four, to improve the sten---

dard and sustainability of the
quality of life; and Five, to
strengthen the_ institutional

and implementation capacity.

On the ecenemy

The goal is for the eeenemy to
grow by six per cent every
year until 2010. Based on this
growth, the GNP per capita
will increase at a rate of 5.9

per cent annually and - hit-

RM23,573*'in -2010. At the

same time, the GNP per capita

in terms of purchasing
should hit

(RMS 1,134).

power
US$13,878

On the main Inenufa,eturmg
projects under the 9MP

the expansion of the Kulim
Hi-Tech Park, the setting up.of
the Sarawak Technology Park -
and the Perak Technolo gy
Park. There will also'be 20 i in-
dustrial parks and industrial
clusters in Penang, Pahang
and Terengganu. The govern-
ment will also set up several
funds such as the Stretegle In-

" With - the nnplenlentetien of

- .. the NEP, the disparity within

--egnculture sector a 70 per'-:;'
~cent increase ‘over the -alloca-.
tionin the Elghth Malaysia Plan

“There are no limits to the
np51de potential of this sector-

if it is managed effectively.

‘This sector can create 128,000

“new jobsin the next five years.
‘The . -agriculture -
needs to be viewed through a

“new lens, infused with. ﬁ'eshj:- ;
conviction,- develnped vnth a f_

_- newepn'lt —anew agenda
'_ On nauenal schonls |

Schenls are an nnpertant
:place to nurture national unity
-and imbue the spirit pf nation-

al mtegretmn ‘We must make

an- effort to ensure a good
racial mix among students
and tea-,chere in na.tlenal
schools.

‘come the choice of all races. As

such, the teaching quality in
these schools ‘must be- im-

proved. Also, Mandarin and

Tamil will be lntrndueed as

eleetlve sth ects. . e
On tackhng meeme mequa.hty )

The NEP was fermﬂeted to
address socioeconomic  dis-

parities by cennnueusly grow-
ing the entire economic cake, .
without denyin gthe rlghts and -

share of any greup in society.

sector -

the eeunn'y began to be ad-
'_-”.tlressed -
ngress was seen te be

achieved- in'terms of poverty

“.reduction, a higher qua.hty of .
life for the rakyat, the rise in
the number of Btnmpntere
- professionals, the expansion |
~of the Bumiputera and non-
| Bumlputera middle-class. =
Nevertheless, the progress.
_aehleved in terms of distribu- -
-, tion -has not-
the early 1990s with the start
-of the liberalisation process -
. and had begun to-erode when -
‘the neuntry experienced the
-~ financial crisis.

improved since

. The dlsparltyni .lncelne Iev-

els, between - ethnic- groups,
- between the rich and poor, as
~ well as between urbnn and ru-.
ral areas has ega.ln become
~pronounced. -

Stepsneedtebetakenteen- |
sure that national schools be--

We cannot cleee our eyee and

: On ﬁghtmg peverty

- _-gl‘a.phlc area need to be infen-
sified. - Poverty eradication

must be the first step in the
larger effort to address - dis-

parities in the socioeconomic

achievements of the country. -

~~ The overall poverty rate in
~ the country is at 5.7 per cent,

‘while the hardcore poverty
‘rate is 1.2 per cent, based on
2004 ﬁgures The Govern-
ment’s target ‘is to reduce
overall peverty to-2.8

On ac];_new_ng tnceme pamty F

- The médine”gap between Bu-

miputeras and the ethnic Chi-
nese will be narrowed from a

‘ratio of 1:1.64 in. 2004 to

~1:1.50 in 2010 and between

- ‘Bumiputera and the ethnic In-

- -dians from a ratio of 1: :1. 27111

- 2004t01:1.15in2010.

"~ The income ratio between

~ rural and urban areas will be -
- reduced from 1:2.11 in- 2004

: Eﬂ’erts to eradlcete poverty,

lrrespeetwe of race e,nd geo-.

o On reglenal development

“western. Pahang
“Sabah and Sarawak wﬂ] be
| per cent
-and to eradicate hardcere |
| peverty ennrely by 2010 |
~pretend not to see the reality of
the situation today. We have to
have the courage to admit to
“the truth, which will allow us to
take corrective steps. The dis- -
Pparities, if - left unaddressed-
__like a-thorn-in the flesh, can -
~threaten racial harmeny and
~ stability, subsequently threat-
- ening the economic develep-
ment nf the enuntry

o | :_". raise the pereenta,ge ef heuse-' ;-:
- hold income of the bottom 40 -
) per cent ef the pemﬂanen

A Te reduce the devele nlent:
e gap- hetween rural and urben |
- areas-as well as between un- -
- der-developed regions and de-
-~ veloped regions, the Govern-
- ment will raise the amount al-~
" located for the development of
‘rural ‘areas-as well as un-
der-devel()ped regions. - -
~ "As such, Northern Pemnsu-
lar Cnrrlder which covers the -
states of Perlis, Kedah, north-
~ern Perak and Sebere,ng Prai;
The Eastern Corridor, which |
~covers southern Kelantan

northen- Terengganu e.nd

developed.

In addition, the censtruetlen'
- of the Second Penang Bridge
- will spur growth in nearby ar- -

eas, Including Balik . Pulau,

Batu Kawan, Nibong Tebal,

Parit Bunta.r and Bagan Serai.
On reducmg the wealth gap -

i The Govern]nent is cemnntted
~ 1o achieving

target to achieve

at least 30 per cent Bumiput-

"On helpmg the Indmns =
, as well as

vestment Fund, the Automa-

‘tion Fund -and ‘specific funds

for hleteehnelegy Halal prod-

- ucts and handicrafts

On the services sector

Mere elnpheSLS will be given to
the services sector to realise
its full potential. This sector is
slated to expand by 6.5 per
cent during the 9MP. For the
time being, the services sector
Is too Klang Valley-centric. As
such, the Senthern Johor eco-
noric territory will lie devel-
eped asa serﬂees hub.

On how teunsm Wl]l be devel-
oped

We will make Me.la.ysm one of

. the top tourist destinations in
- the world and increase do-
- Among the main prq]ects is

mestic tourism. By 2010, we

-are targeting 24. 6nn]henv131-
'ters | _

We also want to make
'Maleysm a heelth “tourism

hub.

On the new Ieese ef hfe fer

. the agriculture sector .

This sector is set to grow by

five per cent. ThlS sector will

‘be given an injection of life so

that it will be the third engine

-ofgrowth. .

We need to be progressive in

our. thinking and change the

perception that agriculture is
an economic activity with low
value and where the income
derived is low.

On the spin-offs from a vi-

brant agriculture sector

This sector is the number one
economic activity of those in

rural areas. About 37 per cent
of Malaysians live in rural ar-

-eas and seven of the 13 states
in Malaysia have large rural

areas with Bumiputeras form-

ing the bulk. _
As “such, ener gjsmg the

..‘agrlculture sector will also
help to bridge the socio-eco-

nomic gap in the eeuntry nnd

. help eradicate pnverty
‘On ﬁmchngforthls sector gt

The government hed alleea-; |
'_ ted RM11 4 bﬂhnn fer _the
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pate in business.

The ‘scope of Burmputern'
- ownership of wealth" -assets
will be widened  to include
_, heusmg and commercial pro-
‘perty ewnershlp, especm]ly Jn‘ .

urban areas.
- For this purp

‘Bumiputera. Efforts will also

- preperty by Bunnputeras

Indians -to 3.0 per cent by
2020.

-iraining for Indian

as well as estabhshmg Pusat

Patra..

Oni miig halanced dlstrlhu-- |
N tmn ef wealth

; -Stndles have shown that hy
) nndertak]ng the steps that

era eqtnty share ewnershlp hy
-the year 2020. The privatisa-
.. tion programme will remain"
- as a-foundation to assist quali- -
.. Hed. Bnnnputeree 1o partlel—

| ose; Perbadan- |
.. an UDA will be re-established
' to complete the  efforts of ;
‘Yayasan Amanah Hartanah - s
- On pubhc transportatmn sys-“
be undertaken to encourage - |
- more ownership of intellectual - . ' g
o The Getr'ernlnent Inust have
-~ - the pehnealmﬂtnnnpreve the.
- public transportation: system
_ effectively.-The establishment
ﬂpprepnete etepe Wl]l else be -
- introduced-to raise the share.
of equity ownership of ethnic-

- Besides . eneeuraglng en-
trepreneurship, opportunities .
for skills
| yeuths will be increased by
“opening up places:at Pusat Gi- -
- at MARA and Institut Keusa-~ -
“hawanan-‘Negara (INSKEN), -
the target of at
~ least 30 per cent Bunnputera -'
- . equity share emershlp h

Realistically, the target ean_‘ |
only be echleved over a longer
~time ' period. Therefore, we
to 1:2 in 2010. The Govern- = have set the

ment has also set the targetto' |

_have recnlnmended meludmg'-.

- that of distribution, by 2010,
- household income would be-

raised by 25 per cent on aver--

-age, or RMS800.a menth ﬁ'em.=_

-_today’slevels :
“In other werds all recee_

-~ wouldbe able to enjoya rise n
| theirincome levels. |

What needs to be sn‘essed_" |
here is'the fact that by imple-

- menting distribution policies, -

~not only the Bmmputeres but-
all other races will be able te"-
enjey the beneﬁts as we]l -

tem

of “Kumpulan Wang Amanah
Pengangkutan Awam” is one
ofthe early steps that has been

~ pioneered.

A Natjonal Comnnssmn will--
be established to regulate the

-public. transportation - system

in the country, whilst a specific

- commission “will ‘be ~estab-

lished for the Klang Valley.
- Integrated transport termi-

_nels will be built in Gemhak-

_and Bandar Tasik as trensn_

hubs to Kuala Lumpur.

The - Government will alse'_
implement a number of major

. Pprojects across the country,
- Including Penang Monorail

and- the Eastern Dlspersai
hnkm.]nher o _



