Abdullah ﬂags 0ff what may turn out to be the toughest race MalaySIans WI" ever run
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* KUALA LUMPUR:
is more than spendmg RM200 billion over the next ﬁve

” \55'[—'!#)%\21006

--;'."We have no t|me to
| lose.Only 15 years

?stand between now
"'L”'ﬁ---__and \/|510n 2020

It is more than a slew of targets. It

years to build another bridge and a monorail system

:_'7' for Penang, and railways, hlghway ad and SchOOlS
. _glthroughout the country.

‘It is certainly more than the ambluﬁus plans he carved 0111: for

*":'_f..'_'bmtechnﬂlogy agriculture, tourism and i mcrea,smg the number of
~ engineers, researchers and scientists.~ ek

- 'When Datuk Seri Abdu]la.h Ahmad Bada.m ]th'ed the v’ell on: th&Nmth Malaysm I

s '_Pla,n yesterda,y, he was ﬂaggmg off what may turn out to be the toughest race. .
P Ma]aysmns will ever run — the last 15 years before the chenshed goal of becommg a
A .developed nation is reached. - |

" -Some may ‘call the 9MP the ﬁnal push Some may call it the home stretch

~Abduliah caﬂs it the Na.tmnal Mlssmn beca,use he knows tha,t its SUCCESS *

e __-_;-.'_j'f:_;f_-depends on BVery Mala,ysmn embra,cmg 1t as. hls 01‘ her own plan for a better
S tﬂmarrow. e . .

The Prnné Mmlster S two hour 5peech in Parlla.ment was a road ma,p of where tha

% ._:_coumry should be. heading and it was sprmkled llhera]ly with optimism, lﬂfl;y ideals -
-~ and a constant remmder that no- one will be left behmd in the final push to the peak
- But there was a,n mumstakable sense of urgency in h}S meSsage -

TURN TO PAGE 2, COL 2



OFROMPAGET = -

- “We need to act {[ulekly Only 15,

s

“years stands between us:and Vi~
sion 2020. We must make these 15 -
- years the best years in our effortto- -
- stand tall and proud in 2020;” the .
ane Minister urged. - - i

~Abdullah said the NMP wes net
Juet a five-year economic pre-
~gramme but -was a mission in-
. which every Malayezen hada rele_
toplay. . o

The development blueprmt for
--2006-2010 shifts the focus of state

“spending away from huge con--

eag

struction projécts and towards-
~ building amore resilient economy.
The key thrusts of the plan are -
boestmg the . economy, stamping -
~out ‘poverty: and -improving - the
quahi:}'! of life and ¢ governance. . .
It outlines plans for more: hal--
- anced develepment in underhde-f
Veleped regions:in the north, east -
end southern parts of the pemneue.
le and in Sabah and Sarawak."
The-idea is to:make’ sure thet

e
-

when M”aiaym&*beemﬂes a devel:
eped country in 2020;the in¢ome
‘gap between rural and urban ar- -
_eas would have been nerrewed

It spe]ls out the urgency to hmld

Malaysle $ human ee,pltal bank to-

meet ehellenges and iftense com=- ;_-; -'

peetweness from - emerging
“economies and a.wakenmg glants
- like China and India.

Billionis of ringgit will bespent to -
unpreve the -country’s education .
system and more money than ever -
~ will be poured into programmes {o

produce more engmeere and. sci- -
entlstshere S

- Said Ahdu]lah*‘ “If we want to be-
eeme a knowledge-based econo-
~my, if we want to become a devel--
~ oped’ country,;’ ‘human capital de-
velepment mustbe stressed.” . -

‘He made clear that more must
be done to address. the. economic
~ imbalance among . the different
races but it would not be by takmg
from any ethnic { group. Tt wﬂl beﬁy
“expanding - ‘the ' economic pie
- through sustemehle grewl;h
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| Ahdu]lah said several times in
-his speech: that reducing the in-
‘come dlsperlty hetween the races

“would remove a major : mlpedl---

“mentinrace relations: =8 g
" The Government, he-said, weuld
embra.ce a more holistic approach
.toredress the eeenenﬂe unbe,lenee
‘among theraces.~: "~
It will' do"so by eredlee,tmg
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“Fair” a,nd JllSt “were two-
werds that he ‘used repeatedly in
hls speech. - R -

“Itsaid alot about the Prlme Min-
Jister and how he governs the coun- -

L

It said a let aheut hew hé be- -
heves revenue should be spent.Not
. only in urban areas but a]so inless
“glamorous parts of the country.

peverty and spending more money -~ Not only on big flashy projects but

todeveloprural areas. ~

on preparing Male,ymens to face a

[
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mere eempeutwe environment.

At the tail-end of his speech, as
he asked the Almighty to bless his
peeple and his country, he choked
and his voice broke. He struggled
- to.compose-himself several times
before eventually ending the
two-hour-long address. The. re-
sponse from the House was spon-
taneous. -Ministers, backbenchers
~and Opposition members rose to
give him an ovation.



