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:KUALA LIMUR Sun- — A mam--f B
moth drive-is under-way to- prevent, :
‘traders from arbitrarily Jackmg up__. '
$ ﬂT&pI'IﬂBS of goods and services..
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n-Nasional is mobili
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| 4 5 rml]]un members to monitor i:he N
_situation nationwide and to-explain -
| the I’al:lﬂmla for the Gevermnentﬁ;. s
{-move to. mcrease fuel prices by 30
-""'sen perlitre; 7

" Cases of" ruﬁteefm,g will be im-

: .'- medlately referred to the Domestic
| “Trade and Consumer Aﬁ'a,lrs oiﬁees

fur action. | g
" Prime Minister and BN chalrman -
_Datuk Seri  Abdullah Ahmad

-Badawi announced the. initiative
‘today after he reiterated his con-

cern over unjustified price hikes.

“Idon’t understand why prices of

goods increase. For instance, we
control the prices of sugar and

- milk, so the price of teh tarik
should not be greatly affected.

“I- also learned that some car

park operators were mcreasmg_
their charges. = -

“For what? What is the ra,ﬁuna,le

for doing this?” he told about 4,000

BN leaders who attended a briefing

on the matter at the Putra W)rld "

Trade Centre.

Abdullah took io the rostrum.

about 10.15am and addressed the
Govermnent S decmun to raise fuel

prices..

When he ﬁmshed ulnre thau - 5

. people from the ﬂoor stood up to

ask questions on several related

matters. such as the upgrading of
_public transport nationwide, pro-

tection of farmers’ lwe]lhouds and

concern that the Opposﬂmn would
e capuahse on thjs issue for pohtlca;l
"f".";.m!lea e

Abdu]lah gamely tackled a]l the _

questmus

~ He said traders should not capi-
talise on the fuel price increase,

and members tasked with moni-
toring the prices of goods and ser-
vices could channel their informa-
tion on any variances to the rele-

vant authorities, such as the Do-
- mestic. Trade a,nd Consumer Af-- "

fa-.lrs Ministry.

‘He said BN cumpunent parties |

through their consumer bureaus,
must also play an advisory role in

"'f

“have to be transp

ment | T .
The Oppusm:ton can ceme and

see us 10 learn why it was neces-

sary to impose the 30 sen increase. .
“We have nothing to hide. We

arent. Otherwise,
it wﬂl Onl}’ make thmgs d]ﬁcu}t fur_ |
us.” |

I—Ie added that the ﬁlel price in--
crease had been mlscunstrued by

“certain quarters who assumed the

Government had totally stepped
subsidising the commodity. -
“Thisis so wrong. We are still, giv--

ing subsidies, and because of high-

er prices of crude oil glﬂbally we

- have to make adjustments.”

Asked whether today’s’ brleﬁng

-was to assuage the people’s anger
‘and confusion, Abdullah said-the -

objective of the briefing was to ex-

~plain to the component parties and

the matter in addition to being

watchdu gs.
“I know not all dmsmns have

- consumer units. Thus, those which
“have yet to-set up such a unit must

do so fast,” he added.

~ Abdullah then urged consumers
to do more to prevent prices of
goods and services ﬂ'um spu'al]mg

‘out of control. -
The Prime Mlmster said the lack
of explanauun on the Govern-

ment’s move to raise petrol prices

had caused some people to misun-

derstand the rationale for it, and

that had given the Opposition the
upportmuty to criticise the Govern- |

grassroots leaders why the deci-

sion,-though unpupular was nec-'

essary. -

On~ whether the Govenunent
should let operators set the prices

~of fuel so that it would not bear the

full brunt of the people’s anger
when prices increased, Abdullah

_S&ld such a move was unhkely

~“The operators’ prices are high |
er than what consumers are paying -
now and which we have to sub-

sidise. If we do this, then the peuple

will ask us to intervene.

“We don’t want to burden the
people,” he said. |
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